USE OF THE MEDIA


Ideas which were re-visited despite the change of group members over the afternoon session:


There are acknowledged positives and negatives when engaging with the media. We need to be smart and aware. The media puts selling their story before the truth of the story. Their complaints procedure is active for those who wish to use it. There's so much ignorance around the labels asylum seeker; refugee; and even city of sanctuary - we discussed pros and cons of changing these names. Most wanted to keep the terms (they'll still be used anyway) and take the sting out of them by educating, by introducing positive connotations/stories to the names. It was noted that children particularly dislike the labels a.s.& r.


Many said we should become the journalists; write our own stories; give the press a ready-made article with photos; find positive stories; encourage local radio to spotlight local stories: the media will jump at ready-to-go articles.


Migrant Voice and Media Trust are here to help.


People's stories need to be told, but our attention must be given to protection for the subjects of the stories. This can't be left to the media to do.


As individuals we can use the media personally:
Make use of your personal blog
Letters to the Editor are high-profile
Local community radio is accessible to you.
Find a retired journalist to join your team


Your own clubs, churches, organisations will come on board if their own members suggest it, which is you!


Don't argue with those who don't want to know - find those who are curious.
