Open Space – Universities

The first question we considered was how do you get universities involved in CoS?  Suggestions included:

· tell them it will make them money

· contact the PVC responsible for student relations

· it will help them engage with the region, broker links with third sector

· consider every different angle – students, CSR, quotas

· use university structures – eg. Chaplaincy* – can be independent voice within the university

· role of faith communities within university, especially Islam

Also discussed:

· can exploit 'new universities' links with business.  English can be a barrier, eg. In nursing

· provision of access courses

· further education – is first need for many asylum seekers whose education has been interrupted or whose qualifications aren't recognised in UK

· childcare and transport can be an issue

· postgrads need support into employment

· suggestion that university links with big business (eg. Rolls Royce) might be a source of sponsorship

· this could tie in with industry's own CSR

Another question raised was what criteria would be required to qualify as 'university of sanctuary'

· it was thought that as with cities, this would not be cast in stone, but vary according to local conditions

· however some evidence would be needed to show they were acting on it

· such as number of bursaries

· number of RAS students

We talked a lot about the role of volunteering

· how all students need brownie points for Cvs

· could highlight attractions of volunteering to help RAS

· would help communicate the message of CoS to students

This led to subject of awareness raising

· some degree subjects eg Sociology might naturally lend themselves to discussions about refugees

· use Freshers' Week to advertise CoS / university of sanctuary

· admin staff might benefit from awareness raising

· Carnival Week, Rag Week, Diversity Week, One World Week, Volunteer fairs – all opportunities to raise awareness

*Opportunity

· Univ chaplaincy have a monthly email and

· bi-annual national conference – next one 2011

Sarah to contact Ibrahim Shaw about item for email-out and possible contribution to national conference.

