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We are working towards making Nottingham a recognised City of Sanctuary. In the city and county, we already have flourishing but hard-pressed groups who help people seeking sanctuary to become part of the wider community. We want to help local groups and individuals to welcome and appreciate people seeking refuge and asylum more actively. 
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	The Welcome Project has signed up as our 56th supporter group.

It has recently been created in response to cuts in mainstream refugee services in Nottingham, including Refugee Action and Refugee Futures, and aims to provide support, advice and signposting for refugees and former asylum seekers with other forms of leave through befriending and mentoring. 

The aims of the project will be achieved through operating a weekly, free, drop-in café where trained volunteer mentors will advise and interpret for clients and be available to attend appointments with them in order to help them access housing and benefits as an immediate need, as all new refugees lose their accommodation and NASS payments (asylum benefits) within 28 days of being granted leave to remain. 
Mentors will also work on an action plan with clients to help them plan and work towards short, medium and long-term goals for education and employment as well as helping them get involved in holistic activities like joining a sports team, choir or other hobbies. Volunteers will also receive training in mental health issues as refugees can often experience a deterioration in mental and emotional health due to the stressful process of seeking asylum and unresolved past experiences which led them to flee their country of origin.

The project also plans to host computer training, a crèche and English conversation classes for clients. The Welcome Project is currently in the process of becoming a registered charity and is now recruiting three trustees to help guide the project to achieve its objectives . The drop-in cafe will open its doors in September 2011.

The Project is being set up thanks to an initial grant for six months’ funding from the Church Urban Fund. Other forms of funding are being sought with the vision for the Project to continue with at least a full-time salaried co-ordinator post or equivalent for 2012 and beyond. The Welcome Project exists to help people of all faiths and none. 

	


Italian mayor saves his village by welcoming refugees

By Lucy Ash BBC News (Jan 10, 2011)
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You can hear the children from the other side of the village square. Their excited voices bounce off the medieval stone walls and archways.

The sound comes from the newly restored Palazzo Pinnaro, a handsome building with views over the rooftops and the Ionian Sea.
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Inside the classroom, boys and girls from Somalia, Albania, Iraq and elsewhere are reciting something from the blackboard. It is a poem about friendship. Some falter over the unfamiliar Italian, some are already fluent.

Domenico Lucano stands in the corner watching the class. "Kids are very quick. It only takes them five or six months to become proficient," he says.

"They make me proud and they give me hope that this place has a future. In 2000 our school was shut because we had so few pupils. Now it's flourishing."

Virtuous circle
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Yet Mr Lucano, a stocky man with quick brown eyes and a firm handshake, has pulled off an extraordinary trick. He has managed simultaneously to create employment, stop a mass exodus from his village and to find a solution to the controversial issue of asylum seekers.
Even more striking is that this experiment has worked in Calabria - one of Italy's poorest regions, which recently witnessed race riots. Dozens of demonstrators and police were injured last January in the nearby town of Rosarno after white youths fired air rifles at a group of Africans working as fruit pickers.

But immigrants are actively encouraged to come to Riace, where the mayor has created a special scheme for them.

Today more than 200 refugees from a dozen countries work and live side by side with locals.
This was a ghost town before the boat arrived... there was the perception our destiny had already been written” says Domenico Lucano, the Mayor of Riace
Riace is just a few miles from the coast, perched on top of a hill above fields full of sheep and groves of orange trees.

It is a beautiful village of 1,700 people but for decades several houses have lain empty. The occupants left to build new lives elsewhere, in the north of Italy or travelling as far as New Zealand, Argentina and the US.

Mayor Lucano has put the new arrivals into some of these abandoned homes and turned others into craft workshops.

Down a narrow side street we enter a room with lemon-coloured walls where a young woman called Lubaba is making glass ornaments. Separated from her parents during the conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea, she suffered abuse as a maid in Addis Ababa and eventually escaped to Italy.

Lubaba arrived pregnant in a small boat carrying 250 people. "The journey was awful," she recalls. "We were squashed like sardines and the sea was rough. I was desperately thirsty but there was nothing to drink."

Now she says her life is transformed.
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Local jobs
She is grateful to Mr Lucano, whom she calls Mimmo - the nickname by which he is known to everyone in Riace.
Mayor Lucano's scheme has also stopped some local people from leaving.

At the other end of the table, Irena, a local woman with long brown hair, is blowing glass over a flame. She says most of her friends and relatives had to go north to get a job.

But she found part-time employment in the workshop and in the shop where the handicrafts are sold to tourists.

Irena is one of 13 villagers in Riace receiving a salary of 700 euros (£582) a month from the integration programme.

The Italian state provides around 20 euros per day for each refugee, to cover their accommodation, food, medical expenses, training and children's education.

Mayor Lucano argues that in these cash-strapped times, the government is getting a bargain. He calculates that per person per day his scheme is nearly four times cheaper than keeping asylum seekers in a detention centre.

The grandson of a cobbler and son of a local schoolteacher, Domenico Lucano has attracted global attention. Recently he came third in a contest for the world's best mayor. He has given his global village a grand title - la Citta Futura or City of the Future.

It all began one morning 12 years ago when Mr Lucano, himself a teacher, saw some refugees from Kurdistan landing on the beach below his village.

Initially he helped to organise shelter for them. Six years later, when he was elected mayor, he was in a position to do more for the asylum seekers and to save his dying village.

Mafia 'intimidation'
"This was a ghost town before the boat arrived," he says over a plate of steaming pasta in his office. "Psychologically speaking, everyone had already packed their bags, ready to leave."
But his project has not met with everyone's approval. After lunch, he stops at a door and shows me two bullet holes in the glass. Mr Lucano believes it is evidence of intimidation by the Calabrian mafia, the notorious 'Ndrangheta.

Mr Lucano says the mob dislike his integration model because they can see that it works and because it challenges their grip on the region.

"We will not be intimidated," he adds. "There is too much at stake."

EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
 FREE Family Sessions at Nottingham Contemporary Gallery

Every weekend. Make, create, draw, dance, play games, tell stories - and explore the exhibitions together with our Play and Learn cards.

11am - 3pm - no need to book. Weekday Cross, Nottingham, NG1 2GB. Tel: 0115 948 9750

You can also see more details on their website 
Weds, September 7th, 7 - 10 pm

Nottingham Inter-faith Council and Karimia Institute invite you to an Eid Party

Bobbers Mill Community Centre, 512 Berridge Road West, Hyson Green, NG7 5JU
Some lovely food will be available!
Next Big ExLibris Sale : September 10-12th FUNDRAISER
Our next book sale  will be the fifth year we're doing a sale like this, and we hope it'll be the biggest yet!  Last year we took nearly £500, which was shared between NNRF Destitution Fund and Hayward House Cancer Care.  So please, please help us to beat that £500 this year!  
Instead of the usual two days, we're celebrating the fifth anniversary by running the sale for three days.  But come early, and get a piece of fifth birthday cake!
Unwanted books are rescued and sold cheaply so that everyone can afford them, and every single penny taken goes to the charities.  Please ask if you want to know more about them.  
We hope you can turn up, and buy, on the day.  Meanwhile, you could help by circulating the attached flyer/poster to everyone you know locally.  And if you can print some out and display them, that would be fabulous too.  (To turn it into an A5 flyer, print the Word version, 2 to a page.)
If you can help us to carry books downstairs on Friday 9th, or upstairs on Monday 12th evening, please get in touch.  Also if you have any spare small, lightweight bookshelves you don't want any more.
Thanks a lot to all, and especially those who have helped so much in past years, 

Bob & Chris.
September 10, 11 : Racial Justice weekend 'Hope for generations to come'
Racial Justice Sunday & 10th anniversary of Rainbow Project
Sat at The Vine Centre, Hyson Green, Nottingham
10.30 am-12 noon Workshops on: 
Inclusion and discrimination faced by Travellers; 
HIV/Aids and marginalisation; 
presentations from Nottingham Arimathea Trust and HOST Nottingham; 
City of Sanctuary; 
Interfaith – discussion forum on working together. 
12 noon-1 pm Lunch provided. 
1-3 pm ‘Asylum Dialogues’ a drama presentation by ‘Ice and Fire’ Drama Group. 
Sunday 11th at Mansfield Road Baptist Church, 6.30pm. 
Keynote speaker - Sonia Barron. 
Worship with Rainbow Choir & testimonies from Christian asylum seekers. 
Freddie Kofi will premier a new song in celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Rainbow Project. 

Further details and to book: Dianne Skerritt 07917 674680 or Catriona Gundlach 01636 817232. www.southwell.anglican.org
Thursday September 15th: 'The Melting Pot' Community Cafe Launch: 
Alain Job will be launching 'The Melting Pot' Community Cafe at the Sycamore Centre, Hungerhill Road, St Anns on Thursday September 15th from 3pm - 8pm. FREE BBQ ON THE DAY.
- Local groups and organisations are INVITED to have a stall.
- Volunteers WANTED to help run the Cafe.
- Face painters, performers, drummers WANTED for the Launch event. Unfortunately he cannot to pay people but free food will be on offer!
For more information contact Alain on 07864373017 or jobalain@hotmail.com
Saturday September 17th: FGM Awareness Raising Day: 
An Awareness Raising Day on Female Circumcision (FGM)
TIME: 10am - 3.30pm
VENUE: New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Hyson Green, Nottingham NG7 6BE
Key Speakers include:
* Consultant midwife who also runs an FGM clinic in Nottingham City Hospital
* Family Law Solicitor who specialises in Children's Law and has expertise in FGM
* Representative from Nottingham Schools and a PhD researcher studying women's health
FREE LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
For more information contact Kinsi on 07584 482289
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NOTTINGHAM PALESTINE SOLIDARITYCAMPAIGN

 & NOTTINGHAM/JENIN FRIENDSHIP GROUP

 SUMMER FUNDRAISING GARDEN PARTY
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GARDEN PARTY2010 PHOTO BOB MEYRICK               

SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 12.30PM – 5 30PM

80 HOOD St SHERWOOD NG5 4AQ

LIVE MUSIC

Sura Susso, Njega Sohna, Binta Susso (music from Gambia), 

Clarion Choir (socialist choir) 

 Belters (women's community voices), 

Free Buskerteers (Euro-trad dance & skiffle)

Peasants Revolt + Talisman (medieval music + belly dancers)

 INFORMATION AND BRING & BUY STALLS

Entry £6 (includes food)       for info tel; Dave 07968 173208

FUNDRAISING TO PURCHASE MOBILE CLINIC FOR JENIN 
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27th September
National Human Rights Tour: Making Human Rights Happen
YMCA Derbyshire, London Road, Wilmorton, Derby, DE24 8UT

This is a free-to-attend event.
What's the role of human rights in a period of cut backs to public services? What is the role of human rights in protecting the vulnerable? Do human rights offer an effective tool for people wishing to challenge the impact of service cuts or changes? How do we make sure we balance one person's rights against the interests of society as a whole?

These are the questions at the heart of a National Human Rights Tour by the British Institute of Human Rights.  
The events will occupy the best part of a day and will probably consist of four sessions broken up by coffee-breaks and a lunch break. The day will run from about 10am to 4pm.

For more information, click here.


And in October …

Wednesday, 12 October, 7.30 - 9 pm
Come and join us in celebrating Nottingham as a city welcoming all comers. 
Friends Meeting House, 22 Clarendon Street, Nottingham, NG1 5JD
Watch this space for more details. There will be free food, music, an introduction to the City of Sanctuary movement by the national co-ordinator, videos and more (including a short AGM). 
Monday, 31 October, 11.30 - 4pm

Also at the Friends Meeting House, a meeting of many City of Sanctuary groups around the country comparing notes and initiatives. All are welcome to come. Lunch will be provided.

Opportunities, learn, share,

Did you know that Nottingham City Library Service runs English Conversation groups for people who want to improve their confidence in speaking English? The groups are a great way for people to get to know their community and find out about services. 

More information on the conversation groups and other services of interest to people from the new arrival, refugee and asylum seeking communities can be found here and on Nottingham City Libraries Facebook page.

Meadows Library: Tuesdays 11 am - 1245 pm

Aspley Library: Wednesdays 1 pm - 3 pm

Central Library: Thursdays, 3 - 5 pm

Hyson Green Library: Fridays, 10.30 am - 12 

ccormack@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Language Café project

A fun and informal way to learn new languages, practice your teaching skills and meet people from all over the world. Come along and get involved! 

Nottingham City Libraries and Culturebox have teamed up with the Refugee Forum to bring back the Language Cafe project! At the Square Centre, Alfred St North, NG3 1AA. Every Saturday 2:30-4:30pm. 

Libraries are at the heart of your community For more information contact Juliet Line on 01159151180 or Diane at culturebox@hotmail.co.uk 
InTraining jobseeker sessions

Nottingham City Libraries are hosting  InTraining sessions, offering work & training to jobseekers.  They are based on floor 2 of Central Library on Wednesday afternoons between 12.30 and 4.30. 

 

InTraining provide free training and job help to all jobseekers who are aged 19 or over (anyone under this age will be able to access the same help from Connexions).  InTraining are happy for staff to signpost anyone to them who needs work & training help. They perform an initial assessment of the jobseeker, which takes up to an hour, and from this they work out how best to help them.   This might be C.V. writing, interview techniques, job searching or training.  If they have a group of people all needing the same help, they will organise a group session e.g. a group session on C.V. writing.

 FREE ESOL resource: Nottingham Contemporary
* Nottingham Contemporary have now developed a free ESOL resource that can be used by any group or individual. The resource aims to make gallery visits more accessible and engaging. Further information can be found on http://www.nottinghamcontemporary.org/communities-and-groups
* We currently also offering a limited number of FREE artist led workshops for any ESOL group within the city.

* Special free gallery training days are also on offer for tutors or anyone who works with groups who have English as a second language.

To find out more, please contact Saima Kaur at Saima@nottinghamcontemporary.org
Resources

Refugee Council Children’s Panel

Refugee Council’s Adviser can help:

· Separated children and young people seeking asylum who are under the age of 18 when they enter the UK. 

· Asylum seeking young people under 21 who, in the absence of a parent, are caring for younger brothers or sisters. 

· Young people whose age is disputed 

· Young people to access legal representation 

· Guide young people through the asylum process 

· By arranging for young people to be accompanied at asylum interviews, tribunal and appeal hearings, magistrates and crown court appointments 

· Young people during appointments with GPs, hospitals, social services or other service providers 

· Young people who apply for asylum on entering the UK or who have lived here for some time before applying for asylum 

· Particularly vulnerable girls and young women through their specialist Young Women’s Adviser

Thursday 8th September 

Thursday 22nd September 

Thursday 6th October  

Thursday 20th October 

Thursday 3rd November 

Thursday 17th November 

Thursday 1st December 

Thursday 15th December 

Introduction to the National Health Service

This fact sheet has been written to explain the role of UK health services, the National Health Service (NHS), to newly-arrived individuals seeking asylum. It covers issues such as the role of GPs, their function as gatekeepers to the health services, how to register and how to access emergency services.

Follow the link to access the information in 40 languages  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_4122587
Learn about the situation of sanctuary seekers in this country
As part of their Social Sciences course, the Open University has produced two podcasts about City of Sanctuary. The “Seeking Sanctuary” podcast has a video and “Taking Sanctuary” has no visuals but goes into more detail. Both are available on the Open University site and free to download on iTunes.

Please support us by becoming a City of Sanctuary supporter group

We are continually seeking statements of support from all organisations across Nottingham. We are working towards building a network of organisations that recognise the contribution of asylum seekers and refugees and are committed to welcoming and including them in their activities.

We also ask our supporting organisations to decide on a practical action that they can implement to help make their activities or services more inclusive of those seeking sanctuary.

If this sounds like something that your organisation could do go to the website for more details. Please sign and return our pledge form to either coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org, or to Nottingham City of Sanctuary, 10 Lime Grove Avenue, Beeston, NG9 4AR. 

The form will also give you useful ideas for how to make your activities more inclusive of those seeking sanctuary.

You can also register your support as an individual by signing up to receive our newsletter and information on City of Sanctuary events. Email coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org 

Our 56 Supporting Organisations

Faith groups:

All Saints, St Mary and St Peter, Nottingham 

All Souls Church and Community Centre
Beeston Quakers

Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham
Nottingham and Derby Methodist District
RC Diocese Justice and Peace Commission
Nottingham Interfaith Council 

Nottingham Quaker Meeting 

St John the Evangelist Church, Carrington

St Stephen’s Church, Hyson Green
Education:

Aegis, Nottingham Trent University

Begin 
Castle College
STAR (Student Action for Refugees)
Refugee Community groups

Belong (formerly Kweri-Hetu)
 Birchover Community Centre
 Public sector

Area 4 Forum, Nottingham City Council
Forestry Commission, Sherwood District
CEFET
Voluntary groups

African Women’s Empowerment Forum 

Citizens for Sanctuary
Nottingham Community and Voluntary Service
Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum
Nottingham Arimathea Trust
Nottingham British Red Cross Refugee Services 
 Nottingham Beyond Borders
 Nottingham Clarion Choir
Partnership Council
 Peace Supper Group

The Rainbow Project, Hyson Green
Stop Hate UK 
 Vine Community Centre, Hyson Green
Trade Unions

Unison, Nottingham City  branch
Others

Beulah Rescue Centre
 City Arts
HLG (Housing Liaison Group)
NCBI (National Coalition Building Institute)
Refugee Action 

Streetwise Opera
Welcome Project
Shops - Please support these shops who are supporting us:

Crocus Cafe

 Crocus Gallery
Iguazu (Fairly Trading), Beeston
Oxfam Shops, Beeston
ACM, African/Caribbean Food Shop, 390 Radford Road, Hyson Green

Fix It All  Ltd., DIY & Hardware Suppliers, 386/388 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GR

AKWAABA Ltd, New Bakery opening shortly, 362 Radford Road

Hafiz Supermarket, Supermarket, 342-346 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7  5GQ

Fast Dial, Internet Cafe, 388 Radford Road, Hyson Green

Yomade -African Favourite Foods, 334 Radford Road, Hyson Green, NG7 5GP

Costcutter, Supermarket, 322 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GP

Madni Sweet Mart & Pan, Homemade sweets & Indian cuisine, 316 Radford Road, NG7 5GP

Hyson Green Mini Market, 310-314 Radford Road Hyson Green NG7 5FT

Monopolowi, Eastern European foods, 296 Radford Road Hyson Green NG7 5GN

Haven Housing Trust, Charity shop, 247 Radford Road Hyson Green

Tramwiches, Café & Sandwich bar, Caterers, 211 Radford Rd Hyson Green NG7 5GT

Joining in / Volunteering Opportunities

Do you need volunteers? (We do! -see last page) We will feature you here each month, especially if you would welcome volunteers who happen  to be refugees.

There are many projects across Nottingham that support refugees and asylum seekers, and most would welcome new volunteers. Many of our supporter organisations also require volunteers. 

Please feel free to contact these organisations but if you do secure a position, please contact us and let us know about it so we can share the success stories of volunteers with others (and gain brownie points with our funders!)

The Welcome Project (see page 1) is seeking to recruit volunteers for all aspects of the project including:

· Interpreting
· English conversation practice 
· Mentoring 
· Computer training 
· Form-filling
· Help with accessing benefits, housing, health services and education
· Fundraising
· Writing grant applications 
· Event management
· Media relations
All volunteers will receive training in working with vulnerable people and undergo CRB checks. Further training in the relevant areas, e.g. housing etc, will also be given. 
Contact us:
Co-ordinator: Joanna Petersen joannap@thewelcomeproject.org.uk, 07557 443454
Administrator: Sharon Bravo admin@thewelcomeproject.org.uk or 0115 9701855
The Rainbow Project co-ordinator: Dianne Skerritt dskerritt@southwell.anglican.org or 07917 67468
Nottingham Arimathea Trust (NAT)

is looking for mentors and befrienders for residents in our asylum houses. Your role will primarily be to offer a supportive relationship and practical assistance where appropriate, and can take the form of a variety of activities such as helping residents with English, accompanying them to various events around Nottingham, helping them get to a doctor's appointment, or simply chatting to reduce loneliness and isolation. 

Mentoring and Befriending training will be provided!

No specific qualifications are required although an understanding of the issues facing asylum seekers is desirable and a positive and respectful attitude is essential! 

For further details please visit the Do-it website:  http://www.do-it.org.uk/oppdetails.do?id=1626060  or contact NAT's Support Facilitator, Wesal on 07771803752 or wesal@nottinghamarimathea.org.uk
Women volunteers wanted to run workshops/activities for Women's Friendship Group

Women with skills in arts, crafts, keep fit / exercise classes, IT (+ any other suggestions) WANTED to run workshops / activities for the Women's Friendship Group that meets at the Vine Community Centre, Hyson Green every Monday during term time from 12.30 - 2pm. 

The Women's Friendship Group is specifically for asylum seeker and refugee women and has been running for the past 5 years. Up to 18 women and children attend the sessions which start at 10am for a 2 hour ESOL class. This is followed by a coffee / lunch break and a 1.5 hour activity from 12.30 - 2pm. Not all the women stay for these activities. A creche is available from 10am - 2pm. 

The group are very open to new ideas / suggestions for activities. The group is run by volunteers and there is no money to pay anyone to run the activities / workshops although material / art costs can be reimbursed (depending on the cost!)

If you would like to volunteer or know more about the project then please contact: Elector Zvorwadza,  zvorwadzaelector@yahoo.co.uk
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum

Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum (NNRF) is an independent, voluntary organisation set up to work with and for asylum seekers and refugees in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire.

Volunteer positions include a vacancy for Honorary Treasurer and General Advisors.

Website: http://www.nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk/
Email: volunteer@nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk
Telephone: 0115 941 5599

Forestry Commission, Sherwood District

The Forestry Commission is the government department responsible for trees, woods and forests in the East Midlands Region. They manage the forest estate in the region and create sustainable and attractive woodlands that are rich in biodiversity and accessible to as many people as possible.

They offer volunteer opportunities in Practical Conservation, Trail Building or Shadow Ranger Voluntary Work Placement. For more information on volunteer opportunities please visit www.forestry.gov.uk/eastmidlandsvolunteering.

Website: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/  Email: enquiries.sherwood@forestry.gov.uk  Telephone: 01623 822 447

Oxfam

The Oxfam 'Books and Music Shop' in Beeston and the Oxfam 'General Shop' in Beeston have both signed up as supporters of the City of Sanctuary and are willing to offer volunteer placements for suitable refugees and asylum seekers If you want to apply, or need support, contact: communications@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org
 SHAPE 



�    Local Volunteer Vacancies 


 Can you offer some time, skills, or knowledge to us? Please contact our volunteer co-ordinator, Roselyn Dien (� HYPERLINK "mailto:mcdien12@gmail.com"��mcdien12@gmail.com�) to discuss what you are interested in. We particularly need a new Administrator/Secretary. 


Administrator 


Mail outs to potential members and follow up calls, publicity, keeping a record of members, agendas for meetings and minutes, booking speakers.  Organising meetings. 


Skills needed: good organisation skills.  Access to a computer and phone (cost of calls need to be reimbursed).  





Publicity / PR / Media volunteer


Writing press releases;  writing positive stories for local press on people seeking sanctuary locally. Work with Website Manager (or be Website Manager too)


Skills needed: some experience of working with media and writing press releases, or willing to learn, good English writing skills.



































Community Networks 


Volunteers to attend community events – designing and setting up a stall, speaking to other organisations at events, networking etc.


Skills needed: good communication skills, willing to travel locally, organise own time, and able to find out about events to attend.


Newsletter


To produce a monthly newsletter 


Skills: Ability to write in a way that engages existing supporter groups and new readers. Ability to cut and paste from certain websites. Keep a look out for local events. Ability to make it look attractive on screen and on paper (on screen is more important).





Speaker / trainer 


To give presentations to other organisations in Nottingham encouraging them to sign up in support and to decide how to action their support.  


Skills: Would suit someone with experience of asylum system and good presentation / facilitation skills.  Speaker’s materials are available. 


Expenses are available for those who need them.








Promoters


There are many groups (and shops) in Nottingham we are sure would want to support us, if they knew about us. We know the names of many groups, but haven’t had the resources to contact them and explain who we are. Could you help?





Recently we contacted shops for the first time. It took Claudette just one morning to sign up 12 shops in Hyson Green. Small shops in areas where sanctuary seekers live are our targets, especially St Ann’s, The Meadows, Lenton.





� SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�Mayor Lucano has turned the asylum seekers' arrival into a win-win situation for all sides





� SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �2� Local woman Irena will not now need to leave Riace to find work





� SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �3�  Riace was facing a gloomy future before the arrival of the asylum seekers.









