Sanctuary in Yorkshire & Humber initiative

13th July 2010

Present: Craig Barnett, Inderjit Bhogal (City of Sanctuary), Tiffy Allen, Rose McCarthy, John Clarke (Leeds CoS), Phil Jakob (Iona Community), Sara Moncrieff (Wakefield CoS), Jeni Vine (NRC), Peter Grayley (Hull CoS), Beatrice Botomani (Bradford Women's Network), Will Sutcliffe (Bradford CoS)

Apologies: Jonathan Ellis (Refugee Council), Sarah Eldridge (Sheffield CoS), David Young (LGYH), Annie Mauger (Bradford Action for Refugees) 

Matters arising
Annie Mauger has created an initial list of regional organizations (circulated, with some additions). 
Rose has contacted the Strategic Health Authority about pledging support, and is waiting for a response.

Craig has created a webpage at: www.cityofsanctuary.org/yorkshire where individuals can sign up as supporters and join a mailing list.
Region Updates 
Leeds City of Sanctuary

This is a new initiative, with a working group plus a wider group of supporters representing about 60 organisations. Also working on ideas for a youth CoS group.

Wakefield City of Sanctuary
A new group, held a launch to public sector organisations in Refugee Week. Has formed a Refugee Forum to provide feedback to CoS initiative. Fundraising for cash support for people on Section 4.

Hull City of Sanctuary
Held a large public launch event recently, now working on building support from larger organisations, including local businesses.

Bradford City of Sanctuary
Applied for funding for development worker, to follow up on many local opportunities created by initiative.

Recently organised a 'Sanctuary tent' at Bradford 'Mela' festival, open air event for Refugee Week & performance of 'Asylum Dialogues'

Part of Operations Group for Bradford Council's New Arrivals Strategy

Next step is application for official CoS status.

Sheffield City of Sanctuary
City is holding 'Summer of Sanctuary' festival for first time this year, with Council funding for refugee events from June-August.

Sheffield University now working with us towards 'University of Sanctuary' status, including improving access to HE for people seeking sanctuary, bursary fund etc.

Around 100 Refugee Week events held throughout Y&H 

Interest in CoS initiatives in Scunthorpe & York

Marketing Ideas

Lapel badge/bracelets to identify CoS supporters as friendly to people seeking sanctuary

Region of Sanctuary calendar for 2011

Changes to Regional Structures

Current government is opposed to regional organisations. For Y&H proposing 4 'city regions' (York, Sheffield, Leeds & Bradford).

LGYH, Yorkshire Forward and GOYH to be abolished.

Local Authorities will have 'Leaders' Meetings' for partnership working.

Y&H has a historical and cultural identity which is still relevant, and still a need for partnerships across the region, but need to fit with new structures requires change of name.

Agreed to new name for initiative as 'Sanctuary in Yorkshire & Humber'

Practical Actions for Supporting Organisations

Agreed to key actions we will ask supporting organisations to commit to:

1, Training for key staff in understanding needs and experiences of people seeking sanctuary. This should be included as part of existing equal opps training. Could include: viewing CoS film (with discussion questions), inviting refugee speakers, Asylum Dialogues performance, commissioning refugee trainers.

2, Listening to and consultating with service users who are seeking sanctuary.

Need to specifically ask people seeking sanctuary about their experience of the service, and ways it can be improved to meet their needs.

We should also ask supporting organisations to display CoS 'Welcome' stickers.

We need to develop a resource pack for supporting organisations to help them with these actions, eg access to refugee speakers, discussion questions for film, feedback forms etc. Need to share resources we have already.

ACTION: Craig to compile existing resources

Resource Needs

A p/t co-ordinator is needed to develop this work, estimated cost £20,000 pa.

ACTION: Sara to work on applications to funders (with list from Will)

Offers:

RETAS (Leeds) has a refugee speakers' group for schools. Contact Tiffy for details: leeds@cityofsanctuary.org
Phil is offering to lead a 'Big Sing' fundraising event anywhere in Y&H. Contact: philip.jakob@stmariecathedral.org
AOB

Wakefield now only reception centre in Y&H. Need info for people seeking sanctuary who are dispersed from there to Sheffield, Hull etc. Info to Sara please: wakefield@cityofsanctuary.org
Next meeting:

Thursday 23rd September, 10.30am

One Community Centre, Cromwell St, Lincoln Green, Leeds LS9 7SG
