Ideas about how we can support sanctuary seekers and refugees

Huddersfield Town of Sanctuary Launch

Feedback from Town of Sanctuary group work

·        Connection through music and turn folk club into a welcome arena

·        The most Important  priority is to have face to face contact with Asylum Seekers

·        ARC church based in homes and engage people that way

·        Give people free dictionaries – help them to develop language and conversation skills

·        Try to get free membership to ante natal classes- support new mothers

·        Storytelling –it is important to publish people’s stories.  We should have more Conversation cafes in Huddersfield

·        Smile – look friendly and listen to what people say.  Combat people’s opinions when they are prejudiced.  You don’t need to be a member of any group

·        Sports groups- football- commonalities

·        Dewsbury minister has an open door policy.  Open from 9 am.  A bank of volunteers who are always smiling.  Churches should think how to decrease barriers for new arrivals.

·        One member of our group is on hunger strike in 2 weeks time due to his treatment.  We need to identify what groups are actually doing for sanctuary seekers and publish this for easy access for Sanctuary Seekers.

