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There are changes afoot at NCoS, including the recent resignation of long standing founder member and Vice Chair, John Henson, for personal reasons. We would like to take this opportunity to thank John for all his input and commitment over the past 4 years. John will be missed at NCOS but remains an important member of our partner organisation, NNRF, Refugee Forum.

Other changes include the proposal to opt for bi monthly meetings as opposed to monthly meetings and make the initiative more projects focused. With this in mind, City of Sanctuary have been involved in meeting with several other local organisations, in order to plan and develop the delivery of a food bank in the Radford Area. We are also making changes in terms of the monthly newsletter, and are in discussions with Stuart Brown about using the Refugee Forum mail out instead of producing our own separate monthly publication.

Despite the changes it has been business as usual and we have continued to sign up organisations, including Nottingham Contemporary (see Resources) and Good Life Vintage Clothing. Welcome to both! We have been actively involved in planning this year’s Refugee Week event and will be present at the opening event at Nottingham Contemporary on Saturday 16th June.

Due to the changes in management committee, we are making some changes to the way we are working. . We would love to hear your ideas. We need fresh ideas and people to put them into practice. If you can’t make it on the 17th, drop a line to Jo on coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org  and/or come to our planning meeting on Thursday 17th May at Friends Meeting House 5.30 - 7pm.  Please come along if you wish to find out more or have ideas for what we could do.
Jo Thorpe (Development Worker)

More local news
The current state of local asylum seekers has been highlighted on TV by a campaign run by Citizens for Sanctuary. We have 400 asylum seekers in Nottingham, including an Afghan who’s home is in the bushes of a cemetery. Watch this, starting at minute 35:50: http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01fm839/Sunday_Politics_East_Midlands_15_04_2012/  Citizens for Sanctuary are different from us; we are not a campaigning group)

Jo has been going ahead getting new groups to back us and keeping in touch with existing supporters. The latest to sign up are the Greenway Community Centre in Sneinton, Nottingham Contemporary and . Good Life Vintage Clothing. We have nearly reached 70 groups!
Nottingham Contemporary at Weekday Cross Nottingham, NG1 2GB  brings international art to an iconic building in the city centre. Designed by Caruso St John, it is one of the largest and most ambitious contemporary art spaces in the UK. To join their emailing list, or for more information visit, www.nottinghamcontemporary.org.
She contributed ideas to an article in the Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2012/apr/17/upheaval-fears-g4s-asylum-seeker-housing) on the contract for G4S to  to house asylum seekers across Britain, from Newcastle to Birmingham and Ipswich.
Nottingham CVS State of the Sector Survey

Nottingham CVS is undertaking a ‘state of the sector’ survey for Nottingham. This aims to understand how our city’s voluntary sector is faring in a world of cuts, higher demand for services, mixed messages from government and rising social issues. Read more
Destitution Film

The Refugee Survival Trust (a charity that supports destitute refugees and asylum seekers in Scotland and campaigns to improve the asylum system to prevent people being left destitute) has produced a 3 minute film showing how refugees and asylum seekers in Scotland have been left hungry and homeless by problems, errors and delays in the asylum system. Film by independent company Show Them Pictures, voice-over by A L Kennedy. http://www.rst.org.uk
A Life on Hold - Stranded refugees need resettlement: 
Campaign from Amnesty International
Amnesty International is campaigning for safe countries, particularly in Europe, to increase the number of refugees that they resettle each year, and give refugees the chance to live in safety and dignity. The campaign features a film about Omar, a stranded Somali refugee. Please follow this link to find out more about the campaign and to see the film: http://www.amnesty.org/en/refugees-and-migrants
Please display this at the entrance to your shop or office
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Available from  coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org

Letters

Hi everyone,

I've been asked to let you know that the International Language School ('ILS' - just off Sherwood Rise) are looking for more students at the moment to take part in their free classes.

If you know of anyone that would like to supplement their current ESOL learning, doesn't qualify for free provision or indeed isn't able to afford to pay for English language provision, ILS might be a good alternative for them.

Also:

Did you know we now have a notice board at Central Library to highlight information about ESOL groups, local networks, organisations and other community initiatives that support people from new arrival communities?

The notice board is located on the second floor, just at the bottom of the ramp up to the public use computers (where the old cafe used to be). I try to keep the notice board fresh and would encourage you to send me posters and fliers which are relevant to these client groups. I'll always try to make space for your ad!

And:

New English Conversation group at St Ann's Valley Joint Service Centre: Every Wednesday
Just to let you know that as part of the redevelopment of St Ann's Library (which will now be part of the new St Ann's joint service centre) and the continued success of the English Conversation groups at Central, Hyson Green and Meadows Libraries, we will be starting another English Conversation Group at the new St Ann's valley Joint Service Centre (JSC).
The new group will meet every Weds, with the first session taking place on Weds 25th April from 1 pm -2.45 pm.

St Ann's Valley Joint Service Centre is located off St Ann's Well Road, on the newly created Livingstone Road, opposite the existing St Ann's Health Centre. 
More details on the new Joint Service Centre can be found here: http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=9040
As with the other conversation groups, the group is free of charge and there's no need to book a place. The conversation groups are a great way for people to improve their confidence in speaking English, find out about local services and make friends with people from the local community.
I've attached a poster for the new group, as well as an updated poster detailing the times and dates for all the groups collectively.
Please get in touch with either myself or Juliet if you have any questions.
Jason McCormack

Communities Team Development Worker for Refugees, Asylum Seekers and New Arrivals, Sneinton Library, Sneinton Boulevard, Nottingham, NG2 4FD

Telephone: 0115 915 1180
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
REGULAR EVENTS
Wednesdays, 1 -2 pm  FREE Beginners Computer Classes
The Vine Community Centre, Hyson Green
FEMALE only classes with CRECHE, Wednesdays 1 - 2 and MIXED classes Mondays 1 - 2
Every Thursday, 6-7pm
International Singing Club -, The Square Centre, Alfred St North, NG3 1AA. (thanks to Nottingham Beyond Borders) Learn and teach songs from around the world! Everyone welcome.

May 16, at 7pm

Nottingham Interfaith Council invites you ‘Food for Thought’, supper and conversation at the Friends Meeting House, 25 Clarendon St, NG1 5JD

For an invitation email office@interfaithnottingham.org.uk or ring 07445 893 641
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Friday 18th May

Coffee Morning Fundraiser:
At 11am at Criftin Road, Burton Joyce, NG14 5FB.
Coffee, cakes, plants * Bookstall by ExLibris
In aid of Notts Refugee Forum's Anti-Destitution Fund
Do Come! Bring a Friend!
Return to Learn Course starting Friday 18th May

The WEA and Central Library are pleased to offer another opportunity for people who have been out of education for some time. It is ideal for those wishing to return to education after a long break and would like an up-to-date qualification in English for work or for further education studies. The course will focus on spelling, grammar, punctuation and writing skills.

•
Learn in a friendly supportive environment

•
Prepare yourself for challenges in the workplace

•
Be able to help your children at home

Starting Friday 18th May 2012 for 9 weekly sessions from 10am to 12 noon

In the Learning Centre - 2nd Floor Central Library (up the ramp next to the old cafe area). The course is free for those on low incomes, although people who have not lived in the EU for 3 years or more may have to pay.

Please contact Vicky or Sue on 01509 262036 to enrol or for further information (or email Vicky Jones at VJones@wea.org.uk)

COMING EVENTS

The Meadows Medfest: 
Show 18th August and a music day on Sun 19th Aug. - Volunteers Wanted
This years Medfest is going to a bit different and quite ambitious. If all goes to plan it will run over the summer holidays starting with a sports event around the time of the Olympics and ending with the AMC Gardens village 
There are plenty of thing planned to happen in the middle; a youth day, food events, a seniors day, cricket tournament and much more. We are aiming to have all different cultures community groups and people that make up the community of the Meadows involved in some way.
To make it all happen we need people to make it happen. If you are interested fill out the attached form and return it to Andrew.Jones@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Opportunities
Free ‘Maths for Life and Work’ course
These courses are free to people on low incomes and aim to improve Maths skills using everyday contexts.

· To work towards accreditation where appropriate.

· To have your current level of maths assessed

· To work towards an individualised work plan

Each course last for five weeks, and the types of topics covered include:

· Using Number to do calculations – addition, subtraction, multiplication, division.

· Using fractions, decimals and percentages.

· Using measures in a variety of situations.

· Using shape and space in everyday contexts.

· Using data to make sense of information.

· Problem solving.

The Monday course is from 10 am - noon, and the Friday course from 1 pm - 3 pm. Each course lasts for 5 weeks. The Friday course has already started, but new learners are still welcome to enrol. 

The Monday course starts on Monday 11th June at 10 am. 

To enrol, contact Vicky or Sue on 01509 if possible, just so they have an idea how many learners to expect. Vicky can also be reached by email atVJones@wea.org.uk if you can't get through on the phone.
If you know of anyone who might be interested in joining these courses, please contact Vicky or Sue on, or just turn up and enrol on the day.

English Classes

The Department for Communities and Local Government has announced £10 million additional funding for ESOL provision, especially for those seeking employment, in areas facing integration challenges.
On Line healthcare toolkit

An online toolkit for helping to access healthcare for refugees and migrants has been produced by TS4SE.
Fagee Fashions: Training Workshops
Are you looking to learn something new? Are you interested in learning the art of African fashion?
If the answer is yes! look no further. Fagee Fashions is offering you the opportunity to join our fashion workshops.
Fagee Fashions provides a wide range of training for people in the community to learn the art of designing and sewing.
You will be trained in the arts of pattern drafting, designing, measuring, cut to measure and the final sewing of the garment. Styles will include a blend of western fashion styles fused with African fashion styles. It will be innovative and creative and you will enjoy designing and sewing your own clothes and a career within the fashion industry.
We give you a taste of the real fashion industry providing high quality tuition from experienced tutors. You will learn skills to build yourself a career.
Training workshops are FREE
Call and enrol now on: 07733 742316
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
Belong are running ESOL sessions, Mondays 10am - 12 noon, at Belong, 32 Gregory Boulevard, Hyson Green (opposite the Library). These are free for asylum seekers though there will be a small charge for anyone else (£1 for jobseekers or those on benefits and £2 for all others - this is for a 2 hour session). Initially it will be for those at Entry 1 and Entry 2 standard though we hope to expand this soon.
Please note these are not accredited courses.
For more information contact: Rosie Fisher, Project Development Worker, Belong, T: 0115 979 0015, E:  rosie@ belongnottingham.co.uk
]

Conversation groups
Nottingham City Library Service runs English Conversation groups for people who want to improve their confidence in speaking English. The groups are a great way for people to get to know their community and find out about services.
More information on the conversation groups and other services of interest to people from the new arrival, refugee and asylum seeking communities can be found  here and on Nottingham City Libraries  Facebook page.
Meadows Library: Tuesdays, 11 am to 12.45pm

Central Library, Thursdays, 3 to 5 pm

Hyson Green Library: Fridays, 10.30 am - 12
ccormack@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Language Café project
A fun and informal way to learn new languages, practice your teaching skills and meet people from all over the world. Come along and get involved!
Nottingham City Libraries and Culturebox have teamed up with the Refugee Forum to bring back the Language Cafe project! At the Square Centre, Alfred St North, NG3 1AA. Every Saturday 2:30-4:30pm.
Libraries are at the heart of your community For more information contact Juliet Line on 01159151180 or Diane at culturebox@hotmail.co.uk
InTraining jobseeker sessions
Nottingham City Libraries are hosting InTraining sessions, offering work & training to jobseekers. They are based on floor 2 of Central Library, Angel Row, on Wednesday afternoons between 12.30 and 4.30.
InTraining provide free training and job help to all jobseekers who are aged 19 or over (anyone under this age will be able to access the same help from Connexions).
InTraining are happy for staff to signpost anyone to them who needs work & training help. They perform an initial assessment of the jobseeker, which takes up to an hour, and from this they work out how best to help them. This might be C.V. writing, interview techniques, job searching or training.
If they have a group of people all needing the same help, they will organise a group session e.g. a group session on C.V. writing.
 Back to page 1
Resources

FREE ESOL resource: Nottingham Contemporary
Nottingham Contemporary have now developed a free ESOL resource that can be used by any group or individual. The resource aims to make gallery visits more accessible and engaging. Further information can be found on  http://www.nottinghamcontemporary.org/communities-and-groups
We currently also offering a limited number of FREE artist led workshops for any ESOL group within the city.
Special free gallery training days are also on offer for tutors or anyone who works with groups who have English as a second language.
To find out more, please contact Saima Kaur at  Saima@nottinghamcontemporary.org
DROP-IN FOR ST. ANN'S AND DALES COMMUNITY GROUPS 
at Renewal Trust Building, 27-31 Carlton Road
No appointment necessary! Thursday evenings, 4 - 7 pm
We work in partnership with NCVS group development worker Kate Hemsley to offer tailored one-to-one advice and support to community groups. No appointments necessary! This could include support with governance issues, identifying and filling in funding applications, helping with planning, policies, constitutions and so forth.
We are also offering FREE use of a b&w photocopier to community groups
FREE colour printing (limited to 20 copies per group per session)
.
 Back to page 1
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We invite you and your organisation – your school, faith group, business, charity – to sign our pledge form and get involved in whatever way suits you. Whether you want to display a sign, join a befriending scheme, or just smile at people you don’t know, there’s something everyone can do to help make Nottingham more open and fair.
Please support us by becoming a City ofSanctuary supporter group
We are continually seeking statements of support from all organisations across Nottingham. We are working towards building a network of organisations that recognise the contribution of asylum seekers and refugees and are committed to welcoming and including them in their activities.
We also ask our supporting organisations to decide on a practical action that they can implement to help make their activities or services more inclusive of those
seeking sanctuary.
If this sounds like something that your organisation could do go to the  website for more details. Please sign and return our pledge form to coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org, 
The form will also give you useful ideas for how to make your activities more inclusive of those seeking sanctuary.
You can also register your support as an individual by signing up to receive our newsletter and information on City of Sanctuary events. Email  coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org
Our 64 Supporting Organisations - Is yours listed?
Faith groups:
All Saints, St Mary and St Peter, Nottingham
Akshobi Buddhist Centre   

All Souls Church and Community Centr
e
Beeston Quakers
Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham 
Nottingham and Derby Methodist District 
RC Diocese Justice and Peace Commission 
Nottingham Interfaith Council 
Nottingham Quaker Meeting
St John the Evangelist Church, Carrington
St Stephen’s Church, Hyson Green
Education:
Aegis, Nottingham Trent University
Begin
Castle College
STAR (Student Action for Refugees)
Refugee Community groups
Belong (formerly Kweri-Hetu)
Public sector
Area 4 Forum, Nottingham City Council  Forestry Commission, Sherwood District 
CEFET
Birchover Community Centre
Greenway Community Centre 

Voluntary groups
Nottingham African Women’s Empowerment Forum
Citizens for Sanctuary
Nottingham Community and Voluntary Service
Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum (NNRF)
Nottingham Arimathea Trust
Nottingham British Red Cross Refugee Services
Nottingham Beyond Borders 
Nottingham Clarion Choir
Partnership Council
Peace Supper Group
The Rainbow Project, Hyson Green
Stop Hate UK
 The Welcome Project
Trade Unions
Unison, Nottingham City  branch
Others
Beulah Rescue Centre
The Children's Society, Nottingham 

CND (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament) 
City Arts
HLG (Housing Liaison Group)
NCBI (National Coalition Building Institute) 
Nottingham Contemporary Gallery

Refugee Action
Roshni
Stonebridge City Farm 

Streetwise Oper
a
Shops - Please support these shops who are supporting us:
Crocus Cafe
Crocus Gallery
Iguazu (Fairly Trading), Beeston 
Oxfam Shops, Beeston
ACM, African/Caribbean Food Shop, 390 Radford Road, Hyson Green
Fix It All Ltd., DIY & Hardware Suppliers, 386/388 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GR AKWAABA Ltd, New Bakery opening shortly, 362 Radford Road
Hafiz Supermarket, Supermarket, 342-346 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GQ Fast Dial, Internet Cafe, 388 Radford Road, Hyson Green
Yomade -African Favourite Foods, 334 Radford Road, NG7 5GP

Costcutter, Supermarket, 322 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GP
Laura’s Vintage Shop, Alfreton Road 

Madni Sweet Mart & Pan, Homemade sweets & Indian cuisine, 316 Radford Road, NG7 5GP Hyson Green Mini Market, 310-314 Radford Road Hyson Green NG7 5FT
Monopolowi, Eastern European foods, 296 Radford Road NG7 5GN 
Haven Housing Trust, Charity shop, 247 Radford Road Hyson Green
Tramwiches, Café & Sandwich bar, Caterers, 211 Radford Rd Hyson Green NG7 5GT
Narwaaz Bakery - Radford Road, NG7
Back to page 1
Joining in / Volunteering Opportunities
Do you need volunteers? (We do! -see last page) We will feature you here each month, especially if you would welcome volunteers who happen to be refugees.
There are many projects across Nottingham that support refugees and asylum seekers, and most would welcome new volunteers. Many of our supporter organisations also require volunteers.
Please feel free to contact these organisations but if you do secure a position, please contact us and let us know about it so we can share the success stories of volunteers with others (and gain brownie points with our funders!)
Volunteer with Morton Hall Detainee Visitor Group (MHDVG)
If you are interested in getting involved, contact mhvg_volunteer@riseup.net
Nottingham Arimathea Trust
Nottingham Arimathea Trust (NAT) is looking for mentors and befrienders for residents in our asylum houses and refugee flats.  For further details please visit the Do-it website: http://www.do- it.org.uk/oppdetails.do?id=1626060 or contact NAT's Project Manager, Caron on 07735004218 or caron@nottinghamarimathea.org.uk

Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum
Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum (NNRF) is an independent, voluntary organisation set up to work with and for asylum seekers and refugees in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. Volunteer positions include a vacancy for Honorary Treasurer and General Advisors. Website:  http://www.nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk/
Email:  volunteer@nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk Telephone: 0115 941 5599

Forestry Commission, Sherwood District
For information on volunteer opportunities please visit  www.forestry.gov.uk/eastmidlandsvolunteering.
Website: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ 
Email:  enquiries.sherwood@forestry.gov.uk Telephone: 01623 822 447

Oxfam
The Oxfam 'Books and Music Shop' in Beeston and the Oxfam 'General Shop' in Beeston have both signed up as supporters of the City of Sanctuary and are willing to offer volunteer placements for suitable refugees and asylum seekers If you want to apply, or need support, contact:  communications@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org

Volunteers wanted!
Can you offer some time, skills, or knowledge to us? Please contact Jo Thorpe ( j.thrope@ntlworld) to discuss what you are interested in. We particularly need a new Administrator/Secretary and someone to manage the website.
Publicity / PR / Media volunteer
Writing press releases; writing positive stories for local press on people seeking sanctuary locally. Work with Website Manager (or be Website Manager too)
Skills needed: some experience of working with media and writing press releases, or willing to learn, good English writing skills.
Promoters
There are many groups (and shops) in Nottingham we are sure would want to support us, if they knew about us. We know the names of many groups, but haven’t had the resources to contact them and explain who we are. Could you help?
Recently we contacted shops for the first time. It took Claudette just one morning to sign up 12 shops in Hyson Green. Small shops in areas where sanctuary seekers live are our targets, especially St Ann’s, The Meadows, Lenton.
Community Networkers
Volunteers to attend community events – designing and setting up a stall, speaking to other organisations at events, networking etc.
Skills needed: good communication skills, willing to travel locally, organise own time, and able to find out about events to attend.
Newsletter
To produce a monthly newsletter
Skills: Ability to write in a way that engages existing supporter groups and new readers. Ability to cut and paste from certain websites. Keep a look out for local events. Ability to make it look attractive on screen and on paper (on screen is more important).
Speaker / trainer
To give presentations to other organisations in Nottingham encouraging them to sign up in support and to decide how to action their support.
Skills: Would suit someone with experience of asylum system and good presentation / facilitation skills. Speaker’s materials are available.
Expenses are available for those who need them
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Thursday 17th May at Friends Meeting House 5.30 - 7pm We need fresh ideas and people to put them into practice. We would love to hear yours. If you can’t make it on the 17th, drop a line to Jo on � HYPERLINK "mailto:coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org" \t "_blank" �coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org�  and/or come to our planning meeting.  


Please come along if you wish to find out more or have ideas for what we could do.
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