
Leeds City of Sanctuary started
this summer as it means to go on:
with a fantastic, festive open day 
that brought people together
from virtually every community in 
Leeds.

One Love, One Leeds took place
on 30 May at the Mariners Centre 
in Beeston, with over 300 people
from in and around Leeds. 

The day attracted a rich variety 
of people hailing from all over the 
world and all over the city. With 
good showings from Eritrea, Iran, 
Ghana, Guinea, Afghanistan, 
Zimbabwe as well as Beeston, 
Holbeck and Hunslet.

Charities, groups, schools and
agencies all worked together 
to provide a range of stalls, 
football, cricket and other sports
as well as the bouncy castle, that
attracted kids of all ages. 

The event aimed to increase 
awareness of issues affecting
refugees and asylum seekers 
in Leeds. It ran a series of 
workshops to explain issues like 
destitution, detention and the 
refugee experience. 

A high proportion of the

people who attended said they 
had little prior knowledge or 
understanding of refugee issues.
Through community education
and celebration this felt like 
another small step on our journey 
to Leeds becoming a city that is 
proud to welcome people seeking 
sanctuary.

With an eclectic and enchanting 
mix of music from a host of Leeds 
based musicians, the event was 
never short on atmosphere. The
day culminated in an outdoor 
banquet expertly cooked by
volunteers from WAST (Women 
Asylum Seekers Together) and
Meeting Point Christchurch 
Armley. The wonderful food was 
a fi tting end to a fantastic day.

Ray Redfearn from Beeston said 
‘It was brilliant, I really enjoyed 
it. Everyone was so friendly, 
including loads of people I’d 
never met before. The music 
was amazing, and the food was 
brilliant. And it was all free!’

Please stay in touch.
Visit the website:

 www.cityofsanctuary.org/leeds
Follow us on Twitter:
@leedscityofsanc

Join our Facebook group:
Leeds City of  Sanctuary

E-mail us:
leeds@cityofsanctuary.org

Or write to us:
Leeds City of  Sanctuary
233-237 Roundhay Road 

Leeds, LS8 4HS
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www.twitter.com/leedscityofsanc

Cities of Sanctuary come about when  
people who hear about it do what they
can, to make sure those who most need
it, are welcomed and included into 
activities and communities.

Leeds faith communities are all rising
to that challenge. Following a strong
interfaith showing in January, on Friday
22nd April, (the Friday night during 
Pesach or Passover), Sinai Synagogue
invited some of Leeds’ refugees to join 
them for the Erev Shabbat (Sabbath
evening) service and dinner. Including 
congregants and guests, over 100
people enjoyed a wonderful evening
together. 

Every year, at Pesach, Jews are 
commanded to tell the story of how they 
became free in ancient times. The story 
is told as if it were happening today, 
even though it all happened thousands
of years ago. This makes the story 
alive today. Pesach is a time when Jews 
throughout the world remember and
celebrate their freedom from being 
slaves in Egypt.

Freedom from oppression is one of the
most important ideas in Judaism, and
can be heard in many of the prayers. 
Jews are told to bring joy at Pesach and
are commanded to treat the stranger
as citizen and to love them.

As a community, Sinai understands
some of what its guests may have
experienced as refugees - many of its 
members will have family experiences
of being refugees during the times of
the Nazi regime in the Second World
War. They found England to be a safe 
place where their families could settle.   
This is why Sinai members invited
refugees to be with them during Pesach 
- because they want to help other
people who need to fi nd a safe place
to live today. 

During the meal congregants and
guests mingled, exchanged stories, and
struck up friendships. This event was just
the beginning of an ongoing friendship.
Sinai has been delighted to continue to
welcome refugees to its monthly dinners; 
toddlers’ playgroup and services. 

Their recent production of Fiddler on the
Roof was enjoyed by several refugees
who heard about it through City of 
Sanctuary or from their friends at Sinai.  
The production was staged at the start
of Refugee week and with its theme of 
persecution and displacement, Sinai
chose to promote City of Sanctuary



www.cityofsanctuary.org/leeds

Three Leeds schools were offi cially 
presented with certifi cates on Tuesday 21st 
June after becoming the fi rst schools in the 
country to achieve School of Sanctuary 
status. 

Councillor Peter Gruen – deputy leader of 
the council - awarded Hovingham Primary, 
City of Leeds High School and St. Mary’s
RC Primary, Horsforth, at the Refugee 
Week Civic event in Leeds Civic Hall.

After being presented with their awards, 
representatives from each school 
demonstrated why they had become 
recognised as Schools of Sanctuary. Pupils 
from Hovingham read out pieces of work 
describing what ‘sanctuary’ meant to 
them, as well as imaginative responses 
to the Michael Morpurgo book Shadow 
– about an Afghan family that spend time 
in detention in the UK.

Gary Lovelace, Head Teacher at City of
Leeds spoke about the culture of welcome
and sanctuary at his school. This was
backed up by one student’s story about 
being supported there as a new arrival, 
and how that enabled him to integrate 
into the school and the local community. mmmuniityy. 

Finally, children from St Mary’s performed 
a rap they had written in response to a 
visit to the school by a Zimbabwean lady. 
The rap incorporated elements of her life 
story, and showed how this largely white 
primary school were raising awareness 
and understanding about the issues facing
refugees and asylum-seekers.

Your school can become a School of
Sanctuary too! If you look on our website 
www.cityofsanctuary.org/leeds/schools 
you can fi nd full details about what to
do to meet the standards, plus examples 
of activities and the kinds of evidence to 
produce. We can put you in touch with the 
schools above, so that you can get ideas 
and support from them.

You can also join the new Schools of
Sanctuary Facebook forum, where ideas 
and resources are shared between schools 
keen to achieve the standard, and where 
you can ask questions of teachers that 
have already done so.

Contact schools@leeds.cityofsanctuary.
org for more information.



The City of Sanctuary movement is 
growing constantly, with 23 groups at the
last count, including fi ve recognised cities
of sanctuary. The network has traditionally 
met several times a year for a few hours
at a time, but this year we decided to
spend 24 hours together in a beautiful
Pennine retreat near Huddersfi eld.  

Finances were tight, but the generous
rates offered by Westwood Christian
Centre and with catering and hospitality 
laid on by the four most local groups 
(Huddersfi eld, Leeds, Bradford and 
Sheffi eld) it meant that over 50 of us could
spend important time together, getting to
know each other and considering what
the movement looks like and where it is
going.

Groups sat together to consider a variety
of topics including our vision, our history 
and our challenges. Networking took on 
a new depth and we made the most of 
unrushed and quality time together, even
fi nding a chance to have a spontaneous
late night session of singing, music and 
storytelling. 

The movement is at a crossroads in the
sense that the national organisation,
historically tied to the Sheffi eld group, is 
by mutual consent releasing Sheffi eld to 
organise itself separately, and we took 
time to consider what the organisation
might look like. All were agreed that the 
network needs to be more closely linked 
to the national organisation, and the 
process of bringing this plan to reality 
before this year’s AGM was begun.

The Leeds group was very well 
represented at the conference, with 
several working group members coming
in for the evening and helping to cook
and serve a fi ne meal for 50 people, and 
we have been inspired and challenged
by some of the amazing stories we heard
from all over the country.

We all felt justifi ably proud of the 
opportunity to share two of our fl agship 
initiatives, in schools of sanctuary as well 
as maternity services. The schools idea
was one that attracted huge interest, and
we have high hopes to see it replicated in
cities and towns all over the country.

Find us on Facebook and Twitter

On Wednesday 13th July, at the Full Council 
meeting in Leeds Civic Hall, a resolution 
of support was passed by overwhelming
majority. The resolution noted the extensive 
work already undertaken, and pledged its 
support to the work being done to move
towards Leeds becoming a recognised 
“City of Sanctuary”.
We look forward to working with the 
Council’s support.

A new strand of work for City of Sanctuary 
is looking at health. For anyone interested, 
contact: abbe.sanctuary@gmail.com

Would you like to volunteer to help 
with City of Sanctuary? From help with 
events, to writing for the newsletter we 
have something for everyone. Contact: 
leeds@cityofsanctuary.org
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It has certainly been a most enjoyable summer to be in Leeds. We are often asked what 
City of Sanctuary is “really” all about. We might reply by saying that it is not about the
group that’s co-ordinating it, or even our wonderful supporters. Or even that it’s all about 
refugees and asylum seekers. What it is “really” about is the whole city waking up to the
exciting possibility of being a place of welcome and hospitality. And maybe it’s just the 
late summer sun and the long evenings, but judging by these pictures, we think Leeds might 
just be getting the hang of things. Start with enjoyment and include others in that. Not a 
bad strategy is it?
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