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We are working towards making Nottingham a recognised City of Sanctuary. In the city and county, we already have flourishing but hard-pressed groups who help people seeking sanctuary to become part of the wider community. We want to help local groups and individuals to welcome and appreciate people seeking refuge and asylum more actively. 
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We welcome two new supporting groups this month:

Notts Probation Service (See article below) and Notts Crime Fighters a community group who help victims of crime, hate, and cyber harassment 
Our supporters, the Rainbow Project, say “We are running very short of supplies in our emergency food pantry for people seeking sanctuary, and so I’m making you aware just in case you are able to publicise this and help.  We don’t need pasta, red kidney beans or baked beans. Thanks very much, Julie
They would like tins of tomatoes, soup, fish, meat, and vegetables, rice, maize meal, tea, coffee, sugar, lentils, breakfast cereals, HT milk, fruit juice, oil, sauces, toiletries, and treats.

The Stop Hate UK reporting service for Nottinghamshire has been replaced by a dedicated helpline for hate crime victims

This new and independent 24hr support helpline for the City and County is now in place. Stop Hate UK are committed to helping citizens across the City and County who may have been affected by hate crime. 
Stop Hate UK: 08001381625. This confidential helpline is staffed by highly skilled call takers with real life experience of hate crime, trained to give advice, support and guidance to victims and witnesses. The Police also have a non-emergency number – 0300 300 99 99 and Community Protection’s anti-social behaviour helpline – 01159 152020.

A hate crime is any form of verbal or physical abuse that is motivated by sexual orientation, gender, disability, religion or ethnicity.

Deputy Chief Constable Chris Eyre says: "We take hate crime very seriously within Nottinghamshire and want victims to have the confidence to report it knowing we will do something about it. People should not have to suffer in silence. This new helpline gives people an alternative 24-hour service to get advice and support. It has worked well in Leeds, Derby and Liverpool at raising awareness and reassuring communities experiencing prejudice that it will be dealt with effectively. We want Nottinghamshire to be a safe and inclusive place for everyone."

 
Our promotional video is  available on our website and on Youtube. It will you  a clearer idea of what we are trying to do and how far we have got towards making Nottingham a more welcoming city. 
Our  website has been expanded, so please  have a look. It now includes an ideas page for how people can get involved, a new updated pledge form and more resources that will help people welcome asylum seekers and refugees into their communities. We also advertise volunteer positions on the website.
Asylum seeker and refugee led groups 
 The Nottingham African Women Empowerment Forum (NAWEF) are working on an Awards for All funded project to count the number of asylum seeker and refugee led groups across the region. Add your group's details at: https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dHpWRnlzOGp1NnEtVm5tZXNOa2FyQkE6MQ  
	


Articles
Refugee week and beyond
This year's Refugee Week, 20 - 26 June, is extra special because it coincides with the 60th anniversary of the UN Refugee Convention. City of Sanctuary groups all over the country are involved in a tremendously varied and creative mix of initiatives, all aiming to celebrate the contribution of refugees and asylum seekers to our communities and to build bridges of understanding and friendship between refugee communities and all sectors of society. 
The national website will be showcasing some of these initiatives, so make sure you look out for the news of what is happening in your area!  
We are delighted to announce that our friends and colleagues in Refugee Council are also celebrating their 60th anniversary, and have marked the occasion with a wonderful initiative which is outlined below. We at City of Sanctuary endorse and support this initiative, and encourage you to take a moment to sign the pledge.  
“Refugees are ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. They’ve been forced to leave their homes and their families to escape from war, torture and persecution. Refugees are looking for something we all take for granted – safety.  2011 is the 60th anniversary of the UN Refugee Convention - The international treaty which guarantees refugees’ rights. British lawyers played a crucial role in drafting the Convention and the UK was one of the first countries to sign. The Refugee Convention has saved countless lives and no country has ever withdrawn from it.”
2011 is also the 60th anniversary of the two organisations that later merged to become the Refugee Council. To mark this anniversary, we are asking 10,000 people to join with us in speaking up for a great British tradition – refugee protection – by signing our special pledge. Show your support for Refugee Protection and sign the pledge at www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/protect
Nottinghamshire Probation Trust backs the City of Sanctuary
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The criminal justice agency, Nottinghamshire Probation Trust (NPT), have pledged their support to helping Nottingham become a recognised City of Sanctuary.  Nottinghamshire is one of 35 Probation Trusts across England and Wales with a duty to protect the public and reduce reoffending, by both punishing and rehabilitating offenders. 
(Left) Deputy Chief Executive of Nottinghamshire Probation Trust, Sheila Wright signs the City of Sanctuary pledge
An inability to speak English is just one of a multitude of potential issues faced by foreign national offenders in the criminal justice system.  Recognising social integration as key to an offender's compliance with a Community Order, Nottinghamshire Probation Trust works with foreign national or emerging communities offenders – to help them engage with their orders and become law abiding citizens.  

In September 2008 the Trust established a specialist role to support Foreign National Offenders.  Max Veira, an Offender Management Probation Services Officer, has a caseload of 41 and deals with enquiries relating to a person's nationality and immigration status, working closely with the UK Border Agency (UKBA).  Offenders may be signposted to organisations that can provide help and guidance with a whole range of issues such as finding employment, education or financial advice.  Probation Mentors may help with practical matters such as registering with Doctors or Dentists, or accompanying offenders on visits to supermarkets.  Through the ‘Reach’ employment project offenders have been assisted with ESOL (English for Speakers of a Foreign Language) Courses or CSCS cards which enable employment on construction sites.  Through strong links with partner agencies, ongoing support is provided once the supervision period comes to an end.

A Nigerian national supervised by Nottinghamshire Probation Trust on a licence following a prison sentence for fraud, is incredibly grateful for the specialist help received: 

‘I committed an offence when I was in need of money and was unable to take a job because I did not have the visa to do so.

‘There have been massive changes in me since I got out of prison and I have received a lot of help from Nottinghamshire Probation in addressing my offending behaviour.

‘Max helped me with my financial situation, which was the reason for my offending in the first place.  He introduced me to courses at college and helped get my Job Seeker’s Allowance claim up and running, as well as supporting me with my family situation. I have received help in every aspect of my life and never thought I could be back on the right track as I am now’.

Deputy Chief Executive of Nottinghamshire Probation Trust, Sheila Wright said: ‘We are very pleased to support the initiative to make Nottingham a recognised City of Sanctuary.  As a Probation Trust, our primary concern is to protect the public, and through our work in addressing and supporting foreign nationals with the many issues they may face, we are helping to make Nottingham a safer place for all.’

Nottingham City of Sanctuary Treasurer Jonathan Silvey said: "We welcome the support of Notts Probation Trust. They have pioneered providing for the specific needs of foreign nationals, who of course include those people seeking sanctuary on probation. They often have issues in understanding and following the requirements of a new culture. We hope that by co-operating with the Service we can help to reduce these difficulties."
Find out more at www.nottinghamshire-probation.co.uk 

EVENTS
From Saturday 4 June to Friday June 11

Volunteers’ Week! Nottingham Council for Voluntary Service 

Want to make a difference in your community? Not sure how to get involved? Pop in for a chat and we’ll get you started.

Pop in any time between 10am and 4pm Where? Voluntary Action Centre, 7 Mansfield Road, next to the Peacock pub (last year Volunteers’ Week was held in Market Square, but this new venue has loads more to offer you)

• 
Chat to our advisors about how you’d like to make a difference to your community

• 
Explore our lobby, filled with ideas, resources and volunteering opportunities

• 
Inspire yourself to do a bit of volunteering!

Thursday 2 - Friday 3 June at 7.30pm Film: ‘The Crossing’
New Art Exchange
Tickets: £8 (£6) from Nottingham Playhouse Box Office 0115 941 9419 or on the door an hour before the show starts (cash only)
Leave it all behind: friends, family, lovers.  Drop all your hopes and gamble everything for the chance of a brighter future.  Have you the money, the strength, the willpower to make the final crossing?
The Crossing is a riveting story of three Ghanaian men who journey thousands of miles across Africa in search of the new EUtopia. Tangle is one of the UK's most exciting new theatre companies, celebrating and championing the work of theatre people from across Africa and beyond.
Tuesday 7 June 8pm Poland 3 Iran 2

Nottingham Forest City Ground
Tickets £5 (£3 Concession) from Nottingham Playhouse Box Office 0115 941 9419 or on the door an hour before the show starts (cash only)
1976, the best ever Polish football team played the best ever Iranian football team. This match featured the renowned players Tomaszewski, Lato and Deyna as well as the great Ali Parvin for Iran, nicknamed the 'Sultan'. Such a clash of talent led to a memorable game with Poland edging to a 3-2 win.
In a humorous performance, Chris Dobrowolski and Mehrdad Seyf discuss football, revolution, swimming, chess, love and Subbuteo with footage from the match, installations and stills of their family histories from present day to WWII.
Hatch is offering a free bus service to and from Nottingham Forest City Ground, a guided tour with a difference, leaving Nottingham Playhouse at 6.30pm and returning after the show. Please reserve your place on the bus by booking your tickets through the Box Office on 0115 941 9419.
Both these events are a part of the NEAT (Nottingham European Arts & Theatre) Festival
Tuesday, June 7th
Meeting of the City of Sanctuary group at 5.30 and finishing by 7 pm. All are invited and travel expenses can be paid. We meet at The Vine Community Centre (part of St Stephen’s Church), Bobbers Mill Road, Hyson Green. Refreshments are provided.
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March, 2012 is our target date for achieving City of Sanctuary status. . We welcome suggestions of what we could be doing and who could do it. 
Come to our meeting and see whether there is a way you could help us. There is a list of some of the roles we hope to fill on  the back page.
Tuesday, 7 June · 19:00 - 22:00 

Afghan Cultural Night

The Square Centre

Alfred Street North

Nottingham, United Kingdom

To celebrate Yasar's good news, Small World Cafe and the Tuesday Night Project are getting to together to present an evening of traditional Afghan Music, Food and Dance.
Entrance free, donations for food.
Thursday 9 June 7.30pm ARNA’S CHILDREN at New Arts Exchange 
Join us for a screening of documentary Arna’s Children directed by the founder of the Freedom Theatre. A place that through its work empowers children and young people living in Jenin Refugee Camp, in the north of the occupied Palestinian Territories.

 

About Arna’s Children: Yussef committed a suicide attack in 2001. Ashraf was killed by the Israeli army in 2002. Alla led a group of resistance fighters to his death in 2003. Juliano Mer Khamis documented them as promising child actors in a theatre group he founded with his mother Arna. In this moving documentary, he returns to Jenin Refugee Camp in 2002, to see what happened to the children he knew and loved. All proceeds from this screening will be donated to a charity in his memory.

Director: Juliano Mer Khamis  |  Tickets: £5 (£3 concessions) | Box Office 0115 941 9419 | Book online atwww.neatfestival.co.uk
Friday, June 10th Sounds on the Downs [image: image2.jpg](SN J=—— (O Students Union
Nottngham's FREE Renewably Powered Green Fields Festival

SOUNDS ON THE DOWNS

10th June 2011, 12-9pm, University Park llowns




Friday June 

Saturday 11 June, 5pm and 7.30pm THE GAZA-MONOLOGUES

The Israeli attack on the Gaza Strip in 2008/9 killed at least 1380 Palestinians, including 431 children, and wounded and displaced many thousands more. In 2009, UNICEF supported Ali Abu Yassine and ASHTAR Theatre in training young people in Gaza to focus on their individual experiences, dreams, fears and hopes – leading to The Gaza Mono-Logues, and ultimately, recitals of the monologues by young people around the world.

 

Six youth theatre performers from Nottingham Playhouse and six from YARD at New Art Exchange bring you the Nottingham premiere of the beautifully written and emotionally moving Gaza Mono-Logues. Directors Sarah Stephenson and Rachael Young

 

Tickets: £5 (£3 concessions) | Box Office 0115 941 9419 | Book online at www.neatfestival.co.uk  For more information please visit: www.nae.org.uk
14 June - 30 June Seeking Stories Exhibition
Mondays – Saturdays 10am – 4pm 
Interpretations and reflections of Nottingham as seen though the eyes of a diverse group of artists. 
The Photographers Hub, 69-72 Lower Parliament Street, Nottingham

In conjunction with the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum, we present you with an aesthetically intriguing exhibition consisting of several personal art projects. Created by artists who have found or are seeking asylum in the UK
Using photography, painting, video and poetry to express the interests and interpretations of a diverse group of artists from various places across the globe.

This show offers a valuable opportunity for you to gain a positive insight into an often misunderstood and under-represented section of our community
This project has been kindly supported by Nottingham photography Hub and Nottingham city council.
Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th June
Family Celebration event at Nottingham Contemporary

Free family workshops held every weekend at Nottingham Contemporary. We’ll be starting Refugee Week by displaying a snapshot of the work created by families who participated in the project ‘Journeys’. Come along to see some of their work and also join in with our very special activity ‘Shrine’ inspired by the Exhibition and Refugee Week.

A shrine is a very special place to remember the things, people and places you love. This can be anything from your god to your favourite football team. Using a variety of materials, ideas and objects, work with us to make a shrine that expresses your passion. Why not bring along some objects and photographs from home to make it really unique?

Venue: Studio, Nottingham Contemporary, Weekday Cross, NG1 2GB

Times: 11am - 3pm. FREE EVENT

Contact: Nottingham Contemporary on 0115 948 9750

Saturday 18th June - Breaking Borders 

Live music and art event 

FREE family workshops at the New Art Exchange from 2 - 5pm and then at Hyson Green Youth Club from 5.30 – 7.30pm 

World music, dance, poetry and international food (in conjunction with Hyson Green Youth Club) from 8pm – 1am
Venues: New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Hyson Green, NG7 6BE / Hyson Green Youth Club, Terrace Street, Hyson Green NG7 6ER

Tickets: £2 unwaged, £3 low-waged / students, £5 waged. Free to asylum seekers.

Contact: Anna on 07804 497014 or Stuart on 07891 701133
Exhibitions at Nottingham Central Library, Angel Row

Artists’ work from Romania, Zimbabwe, Kurdistan, Iran and France.

20th – 24th June Journeys

Artwork created from family art workshops at the Nottingham Contemporary 

Times: Normal Library opening hours

20– 26 June 2011, Refugee Week 
Different pasts, shared future
Refugee Week is a unique opportunity to discover and celebrate the contributions refugees bring to the UK.
During Refugee Week loads of events take place across the UK, all of which explore refugee experiences. Whatever you’re into – be it arts, music, food or just meeting people in your local area – Refugee Week will have an event for you.

This year is the 60th anniversary of the Refugee Convention. In order to mark the occasion and link it to Refugee Week 2011, the theme for this year will be 60 Years of Contribution.

Refugee Week team are currently collecting stories and case studies about the contributions that refugees have made to Britain over the last 60 years. Join Refugee Week on Twitter and Facebook via the links http://twitter.com/RefugeeWeek and www.facebook.com/RefugeeWeek
Wednesday 22nd June  Detained Lives Roadshow 
A presentation and discussion about the indefinite detention of innocent people in the UK.

Venue: The Square Centre, Alfred Street North, NG3 1AA

Time: 6pm FREE EVENT
Contact: Stuart on 07891 701133

Saturday 25th June  Q&A with Marilyn Heward Mills
An opportunity to meet the author of ‘The Association of Foreign Spouses’ set in Ghana.

Venue: Central Library, Angel Row

Times: 1pm FREE EVENT but booking is recommended. 

Contact: For tickets phone 0115 915 2825 or jane.brierley@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Saturday 25th June  Culturebox Language Cafe Special 

Learn some words in an unusual language and enjoy snacks and drinks from around the world, followed by a Language Cabaret comprising multilingual songs, poems and performances by members of the Language Café. The event will conclude with dance and music workshops in art forms from around the world. Family friendly.
Venue: The Square Centre, Alfred Street North, NG3 1AA
Times: 2.30 – 7pm FREE EVENT

Contact: Juliet 07903 114248
Sunday 26th June  ‘Express Yourself’ Arts Workshops

Try your hand at painting and banner making. All welcome.

Venue: The Square Centre, Alfred Street North, NG3 1AA
Times: 2 – 6pm FREE EVENT

Contact: Bill Walton (British Red Cross) on 0115 850 5940 and mobile 07834 525008 

Monday, June 27, Wednesday June 29 & Thursday June 30 from 9.45am to 3pm each day
FREE mosaic-making workshop in Nottingham Peace Garden, Lenton Recreation Ground in the pavilion near the bowling green.

This lasts 3-days, making stepping stones to lead to the Peace Garden. (with artist JULIE VERNON on the first day).

Wear old clothes or bring an apron. Bring your own lunch, drinks will be provided. 
PLACES MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE; to book a place contact Fliss Walker on 01159152733

Thursday, June 30 Hearts and Minds
a community conference at Notttingham Contemporary, Weekday Cross, NG1 2 Gb. A number of places will be allocated to individuals and groups in the community. Places are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment
For details and to book: karen@brightideasnottingham.co.uk or send to Bright Ideas Nottingham, Units 5 and 6, John Folman Business Centre, 31 Hungerhill Road, St Ann’s, Nottingham, NG3 4NB.

Friday 1st July & Saturday 2nd July  Solo Art, Solo Heart Workshops
FREE workshops in Mask making, Beatboxing, African percussion, and traditional Kurdish music.

Venue: New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Hyson Green NG7 6BE

Times: Vary (see page ?? for more details)

Contact: New Art Exchange on 0115 924 8630
Saturday 2nd July Solo Art, Solo Heart Performance

Featuring Kurdish dancers, musicians and poets alongside a diverse group of UK performers.

Venue: Nottingham Contemporary, Weekday Cross, NG1 2GB

Times: 6.30pm

Tickets: £8 full / £6 concessions.

Contact: New Art Exchange on 0115 924 8630

Opportunitiesfriends, learn, share, 
Did you know that Nottingham City Library Service runs English Conversation groups for people who want to improve their confidence in speaking English? The groups are a great way for people to get to know their community and find out about services. 

More information on the conversation groups and other services of interest to people from the new arrival, refugee and asylum seeking communities can be found here and on Nottingham City Libraries Facebook page.

Meadows Library: Tuesdays 11 am - 1245 pm

Aspley Library: Wednesdays 1 pm - 3 pm

Central Library: Thursdays, 3 - 5 pm

Hyson Green Library: Fridays, 10.30 am - 12 
ccormack@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Language Café project

A fun and informal way to learn new languages, practice your teaching skills and meet people from all over the world. Come along and get involved! 

Nottingham City Libraries and Culturebox have teamed up with the Refugee Forum to bring back the Language Cafe project! At the Square Centre, Alfred St North, NG3 1AA. Every Saturday 2:30-4:30pm. 

Libraries are at the heart of your community For more information contact Juliet Line on 01159151180 or Diane at culturebox@hotmail.co.uk 
InTraining jobseeker sessions

Nottingham City Libraries are hosting InTraining sessions, offering work & training to jobseekers.  They are based on floor 2 of Central Library on Wednesday afternoons between 12.30 and 4.30. 

 

InTraining provide free training and job help to all jobseekers who are aged 19 or over (anyone under this age will be able to access the same help from Connexions).  InTraining are happy for staff to signpost anyone to them who needs work & training help. They perform an initial assessment of the jobseeker, which takes up to an hour, and from this they work out how best to help them.   This might be C.V. writing, interview techniques, jobsearching or training.  If they have a group of people all needing the same help, they will organise a group session e.g. a group session on C.V. writing.

Resources
As part of their Social Sciences course, the Open University has produced two podcasts about City of Sanctuary. The “Seeking Sanctuary” podcast has a video and “Taking Sanctuary” has no visuals but goes into more detail. Both are available on the Open University site and free to download on iTunes.

 FREE Family Sessions at Nottingham Contemporary Gallery

Every weekend. Make, create, draw, dance, play games, tell stories - and explore the exhibitions together with our Play and Learn cards.

11am - 3pm - no need to book. Weekday Cross, Nottingham, NG1 2GB. Tel: 0115 948 9750

You can also see more details on their website 
Become a City of Sanctuary supporting group

We are continually seeking statements of support from all organisations across Nottingham. We are working towards building a network of organisations that recognise the contribution of asylum seekers and refugees and are committed to welcoming and including them in their activities.

We also ask our supporting organisations to decide on a practical action that they can implement to help make their activities or services more inclusive of those seeking sanctuary.

If this sounds like something that your organisation could do go to the website for more details. Please sign and return our pledge form to either coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org, or to Nottingham City of Sanctuary, 10 Lime Grove Avenue, Beeston, NG9 4AR. 

The form will also give you useful ideas for how to make your activities more inclusive of those seeking sanctuary.

You can also register your support as an individual by signing up to receive our newsletter and information on City of Sanctuary events. Email coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org 

Our 55 Supporting organisations
Shops - Please support these shops who are supporting us
Crocus Cafe
 Crocus Gallery
Iguazu (Fairly Trading), Beeston
Oxfam Shops, Beeston
ACM, African/CaribbeanFood Shop, 390 Radford Road, Hyson Green

Fix It All  Ltd., DIY & Hardware Suppliers, 386/388 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GR

AKWAABA Ltd, New Bakery opening shortly, 362 Radford Road

Hafiz Supermarket, Supermarket, 342-346 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7  5GQ

Fast Dial, Internet Cafe, 388 Radford Road, Hyson Green

Yomade -African Favourite Foods, 334 Radford Road, Hyson Green, NG7 5GP

Costcutter, Supermarket, 322 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GP

Madni Sweet Mart & Pan, Homemade sweets & Indian cuisine, 316 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GP

Hyson Green Mini Market, 310-314 Radford Road Hyson Green NG7 5FT

Monopolowi, Eastern European foods, 296 Radford Road Hyson Green NG7 5GN

Haven Housing Trust, Charity shop, 247 Radford Road Hyson Green

Tramwiches, Café & Sandwich bar, Caterers, 211 Radford Rd Hyson Green NG7 5GT

Faith groups:

All Saints, St Mary and St Peter, Nottingham 
Beeston Quakers
Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham
Nottingham and Derby Methodist District
RC Diocese Justice and Peace Commission
Nottingham Interfaith Council 
Nottingham Quaker Meeting 
St John the Evangelist Church, Carrington
St Stephen’s Church, Hyson Green
Education:

Aegis, Nottingham Trent University

Begin 
Castle College
STAR (Student Action for Refugees)
Refugee Community groups

Belong (formerly Kweri-Hetu)
 Birchover Community Centre
 Public sector

Area 4 Forum, Nottingham City Council

Forestry Commission, Sherwood District
CEFET
Voluntary groups

African Women’s Empowerment Forum 
Citizens for Sanctuary
Nottingham Community and Voluntary Service
Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum
Nottingham Arimathea Trust
Nottingham British Red Cross Refugee Services 
 Nottingham Beyond Borders
 Nottingham Clarion Choir
Partnership Council
 Peace Supper Group
 The Rainbow Project, Hyson Green
Stop Hate UK (see below)
 Vine Community Centre, Hyson Green
Trade Unions

Unison, Nottingham City  branch
Others
 City Arts
HLG (Housing Liaison Group)
 NCBI (National Coalition Building Institute)
Refugee Action 
Streetwise Opera
Joining in / Volunteering Opportunities

Have you noticed the 3-day event making mosaic steps for the Peace Garden in Lenton Recreation Park? The Peace Garden group is one of our supporting organisations and would welcome people seeking sanctuary.

Do you need volunteers? (We do! -see last page) We will feature you here each month, especially if you would welcome volunteers who happen  to be refugees.

There are many projects across Nottingham that support refugees and asylum seekers, and most would welcome new volunteers. Many of our supporter organisations also require volunteers. 

Please feel free to contact these organisations but if you do secure a position, please contact us and let us know about it so we can share the success stories of volunteers with others (and gain brownie points with our funders!)

Mentoring and Befriending Volunteers needed!

Nottingham Arimathea Trust (NAT) is looking for mentors and befrienders for residents in our asylum houses. Your role will primarily be to offer a supportive relationship and practical assistance where appropriate, and can take the form of a variety of activities such as helping residents with English, accompanying them to various events around Nottingham, helping them get to a doctor's appointment, or simply chatting to reduce loneliness and isolation. 

Mentoring and Befriending training will be provided!

No specific qualifications are required although an understanding of the issues facing asylum seekers is desirable and a positive and respectful attitude is essential! 

For further details please visit the Do-it website:  http://www.do-it.org.uk/oppdetails.do?id=1626060  or contact NAT's Support Facilitator, Wesal on 07771803752 or wesal@nottinghamarimathea.org.uk
Women volunteers wanted to run workshops/activities for Women's Friendship Group

Women with skills in arts, crafts, keep fit / exercise classes, IT (+ any other suggestions) WANTED to run workshops / activities for the Women's Friendship Group that meets at the Vine Community Centre, Hyson Green every Monday during term time from 12.30 - 2pm. 

The Women's Friendship Group is specifically for asylum seeker and refugee women and has been running for the past 5 years. Up to 18 women and children attend the sessions which start at 10am for a 2 hour ESOL class. This is followed by a coffee / lunch break and a 1.5 hour activity from 12.30 - 2pm. Not all the women stay for these activities. A creche is available from 10am - 2pm. 

The group are very open to new ideas / suggestions for activities. The group is run by volunteers and there is no money to pay anyone to run the activities / workshops although material / art costs can be reimbursed (depending on the cost!)

If you would like to volunteer or know more about the project then please contact:

Helena Bandoo, E: bandoohelena@yahoo.co.uk, M: 07753 421463 (Wednesdays only)

Elector Zvorwadza, E: zvorwadzaelector@yahoo.co.uk
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum

Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum (NNRF) is an independent, voluntary organisation set up to work with and for asylum seekers and refugees in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire.

Volunteer positions include a vacancy for Honorary Treasurer and General Advisors.

Website: http://www.nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk/
Email: volunteer@nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk
Telephone: 0115 941 5599

Forestry Commission, Sherwood District

The Forestry Commission is the government department responsible for trees, woods and forests in the East Midlands Region. They manage the forest estate in the region and create sustainable and attractive woodlands that are rich in biodiversity and accessible to as many people as possible.

They offer volunteer opportunities in Practical Conservation, Trail Building or Shadow Ranger Voluntary Work Placement. For more information on volunteer opportunities please visit www.forestry.gov.uk/eastmidlandsvolunteering.

Website: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/  Email: enquiries.sherwood@forestry.gov.uk  Telephone: 01623 822 447

Oxfam

The Oxfam 'Books and Music Shop' in Beeston and the Oxfam 'General Shop' in Beeston have both signed up as supporters of the City of Sanctuary and are willing to offer volunteer placements for suitable refugees and asylum seekers If you want to apply, or need support, contact: communications@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



�    Local Volunteer Vacancies 


 Can you offer some time, skills, or knowledge to us? Please contact our volunteer co-ordinator, Roselyn Dien (� HYPERLINK "mailto:mcdien12@gmail.com" �mcdien12@gmail.com�) to discuss what you are interested in. We particularly need a new Administrator/Secretary. 


Administrator 


Mail outs to potential members and follow up calls, publicity, keeping a record of members, agendas for meetings and minutes, booking speakers.  Organising meetings. 


Skills needed: good organisation skills.  Access to a computer and phone (cost of calls need to be reimbursed).  





Publicity / PR / Media volunteer


Writing press releases;  writing positive stories for local press on people seeking sanctuary locally. Work with Website Manager (or be Website Manager too)


Skills needed: some experience of working with media and writing press releases, or willing to learn, good English writing skills.



































Community Networks 


Volunteers to attend community events – designing and setting up a stall, speaking to other organisations at events, networking etc.


Skills needed: good communication skills, willing to travel locally, organise own time, and able to find out about events to attend.


Newsletter


To produce a monthly newsletter 


Skills: Ability to write in a way that engages existing supporter groups and new readers. Ability to cut and paste from certain websites. Keep a look out for local events. Ability to make it look attractive on screen and on paper (on screen is more important).





Speaker / trainer 


To give presentations to other organisations in Nottingham encouraging them to sign up in support and to decide how to action their support.  


Skills: Would suit someone with experience of asylum system and good presentation / facilitation skills.  Speaker’s materials are available. 


Expenses are available for those who need them.








Congratulations to Claudette who persuaded Hyson Green 12 shops in three hours to display our sign. Could you display one? Could you do the same?





�





Promoters


There are many groups (and shops) in Nottingham we are sure would want to support us, if they knew about us. We know the names of many groups, but haven’t had the resources to contact them and explain who we are. Could you help?





This past month, we contacted shops for the first time (see page 1). It took Claudette just one morning to sign up 12 shops in Hyson Green. Small shops in areas where sanctuary seekers live are our targets, especially St Ann’s, The Meadows, Lenton.
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