HOME

Daddy, Daddy, why don't you go out to work?

I'm not allowed to little one. The Home Office says I cannot work until we are given status

Is that why it is called the Home Office - because they keep you at home?

No daughter - it is just a name

But Daddy you are really clever - you are a teacher. It would be great if you were in my school.

If I found a job they would send me to prison.

But I thought we came here because in our country they kept sending you to prison for your politics. What is the difference? How can working be a crime?

We have to keep the rules in this country little one. Otherwise they will not give us status.

Might they send us back?

Yes my child they might well send us back.

Daddy. Is that why they call it the Home Office - because they want to send us home to the country we came from?

Come now - lets look at your homework. What have you got tonight?

We have to write a poem about our family. I've written the first  verse but now I'm stuck. It says

sometimes my dad

is very sad

he gets depressed

but he's not mad

perhaps you could add another verse

if my Dad could do some work 

he would feel much better

he waits and waits and waits and waits

for that status letter

if it comes will we have a proper home then?

