Call for Expressions of Interest: 
Communications Development and Support for Leeds City of Sanctuary

Deadline: February 11th 2013, 5pm.

We would like to recruit someone with the skills and experience to be able to develop the communication materials to enable Leeds City of Sanctuary to grow and spread sustainably.

BACKGROUND

City of Sanctuary is a grassroots movement seeking to encourage and promote a culture of hospitality particularly towards people fleeing their countries.  It now has over 30 groups and is growing quickly with incarnations all over the UK and overseas. (Please see www.cityofsanctury.org).

In Leeds, a group was formed and launched at the end of 2010, with over 1000 individual supporters and over 100 groups. We have given presentations in scores of schools and institutes across the city and beyond, co-hosted inspiring and ground-breaking interfaith initiatives run by synagogues, mosques and churches, and directed many people new to the sector into key volunteering roles with our partner organisations.  

There have been several innovations coming out of the Leeds movement, many of which have been taken up by other City of Sanctuary groups, and the Leeds group has gained a reputation for pioneering fresh ideas particularly around maternity, schools and destitution.

There is a strong steering group representing all refugee groups, citizens of Leeds as well as statutory organisations and many faith groups across the city. City of Sanctuary has been endorsed by Leeds City Council and enjoys widespread support among all significant networks.

THE PROJECT - COMMUNICATION TO “GET THE MOVEMENT MOVING”
Leeds City of Sanctuary is looking for a way forward which will be faithful to the networking-connecting movement nature of its core identity. At the same time it also needs to meet the communication and resource needs of its wide base of support and target audience. In order to fulfil our mission of spreading the message of sanctuary to Leeds’ residents, we need to have accessible materials and tools that explain clearly what it is (and what it isn’t) and importantly – what individuals and groups can do themselves. This has been identified as a main point of weakness in the movement so far – that we haven’t had the physical materials or clearly defined brand and message that will enable the movement to spread and grow sustainably. 

This will involve creating communication tools which are easily used, replicated and transferred for the many and diverse audiences we wish to reach. The volunteer steering group does not have the capacity to develop this and therefore has often floundered when asked to make a simple presentation or have a presence at an event, as well as being haphazard in communications with our key supporters.

We have an amazing and very attractive message to market, we have plenty of keen people ready to speak about this message, but have not always been able to back this up with resources and follow-up.

We are seeking expressions of interest for someone (or a small team) who can work independently to task by developing a brief with members of the steering group to deliver an overall package of communications support for Leeds City of Sanctuary.
Ideas we would expect might include:

· A local, accessible “brand identity” for Leeds City of Sanctuary
· Design and production of engaging, eye-catching materials that more accurately reflect the “DIY” approach to building the culture of welcome

· Design and production of specific resources for groups/ organisations on how they can live out their promise, including but not limited to resource packs with ideas for faith groups, businesses, residents groups, youth groups etc.

· Explore the feasibility of saleable products/ or marketing materials for events e.g. stickers/ t-shirts/ postcards designed to get the message “out there”
· Exploring all avenues to creatively, sustainably raise the profile of our City of Sanctuary including social media 
WHO WE’RE LOOKING FOR

We imagine you’ll have a background in some form of creative development but it would be great if you also background in working with movements or campaigns.

We’re looking for someone with the ability to develop creative materials that can clearly deliver the message of sanctuary in Leeds.
Someone who is:

· sympathetic to the values of City of Sanctuary

· a self-starter, willing to work co-operatively with a volunteer steering group

· a consummate professional able to deliver an amazing product on a shoestring budget

Essentially we need someone who is going to get it, get on with it and get on with us.

We are a volunteer movement without any paid staff. We have secured a small grant from a Trust to support this work – therefore the maximum, non-negotiable budget for both time and materials is £4500. 
HOW TO EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST
We want no more than 1 page setting out why you would be suited to this project and outlining some of your initial ideas for delivering the project, including a proposed budget that does not exceed the maximum amount.
We’d also like you to send along no more than 2 examples of work you have previously done that fit with this brief.
Expressions should be sent by email to:
hello@leeds.cityofsanctuary.org 
No later than 5pm on Monday 11th February 2013.

Prior to the deadline for submission, applicants are invited to discuss the brief with a member of the steering group: Rachael Loftus, rachael.loftus@leeds.gov.uk  07891 276 098 or Chris Brooks, chris@retasleeds.org.uk 0113 380 5630.
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