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We are working towards making Nottingham a recognised City of Sanctuary. In the city and county, we already have flourishing but hard-pressed groups who help people seeking sanctuary to become part of the wider community. We want to help local groups and individuals to welcome and appreciate people seeking refuge and asylum more actively. 
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We welcome the Beulah Rescue Centre as a supporter group

 

The Beulah Rescue Centre is a vision that has become a Mission. We are giants in all kinds of psychological disorders. As the name implies, the centre aims to give support and extends hand of love, care and fellowship to the less privileged in the society and raise hope in cases that are hopeless. We encourage the depressed and the self harming, and give assistance where need arises.

We have identified the three areas of man's weakness and have packaged spiritual solutions to them through our guidance programme handled by professionals.

Vocational Counselling

Conflict-Resolution or Socio-Personal Counselling.

Spiritual Counselling/Prayer Support.

The Centre is proposing to offer free training in Environmental Health and Social Care to refugees and asylums seekers, leading to recognised certificates of qualification.

The Nottingham City of Sanctuary video is  available on our website and on Youtube. It will you  a clearer idea of what we are trying to do and how far we have got towards making Nottingham a more welcoming city. 

Have a look at our  expanded website It now includes an ideas page for how people can get involved, a new updated pledge form and more resources that will help people welcome asylum seekers and refugees into their communities. We also advertise volunteer positions on the website.

 
	


EVENTS IN AUGUST

 FREE Family Sessions at Nottingham Contemporary Gallery

Every weekend. Make, create, draw, dance, play games, tell stories - and explore the exhibitions together with our Play and Learn cards.

11am - 3pm - no need to book. Weekday Cross, Nottingham, NG1 2GB. Tel: 0115 948 9750

You can also see more details on their website 
Friday 5 – Sunday, 7 August  Nottingham Riverside Festival 2011

Friday: 6.30pm until 10.30pm

Saturday: 12 midday until 11.30pm.  Firework display at 10.30pm.

Sunday: 12 midday until 6.30pm.

Nottingham's premier family event returns to Victoria Embankment on the banks of the River Trent offering something for everyone!
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The New Art Exchange and the Nottingham Asian Arts Council also present  Nottingham Mela  on Sunday 7 - part of the Riverside - Festival for the first time! Performers include Transglobal Underground and Desi Masti!

There is a host of activities for festival goers to enjoy from a bustling street fair with rides and games to a vibrant mix of live music performances from around the globe.

Street Theatre performers will bring Nottingham's largest outdoor festival to life, with comedy and animation performances to enjoy and amaze. 
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Young and old can also step back in time with the traditional Steam Engines and Organs that will be on display.  Wander the street market where there is a world of global crafts and food stalls to explore ensuring there is something to suit all tastes.

The Dragon Boat Challenge Nottingham also makes a welcome return with teams battling it out for charity followed by the annual Duck Race.

And of course who can forget the highlight of the weekend - the jaw - dropping firework display that kicks off at 10.30pm on Saturday night![image: image2.jpg]


Nottingham City Transport  will also be providing special shuttle buses which will return to the city centre straight after the fireworks.

Admission to the festival is free. Car parking charges apply.

Tuesday, August 9

Meeting of the City of Sanctuary group 

We meet at 5.30 and finishing by 7 pm. All are invited and travel expenses can be paid. We meet at The Vine Community Centre (part of St Stephen’s Church), Bobbers Mill Road, Hyson Green. Refreshments are provided.

March, 2012 is our target date for achieving City of Sanctuary status. . We welcome suggestions of what we could be doing and who could do it. 

Come to our meeting and see whether there is a way you could help us. There is a list of some of the roles we hope to fill on  the back page.

Thursday 18th August 2011 
Fun Day

The Area 4 Neighbourhood Management Team are working with partner agencies to organise a Fun Day which is aimed at children and families across the area.  The Fun Day will take place on the Forest Recreation Ground from 11am until 3pm.

We hope to offer a range of activities including Go Karts, Notts Tots, Flexible Fitness, Health Stalls, Football, Bouncy Castles, Soft Play, Dance and Drama. Beyond Borders is a weekend of skill-sharing and discussion about fighting border controls and showing solidarity with migrants that will take place in Nottingham in August.

All migrants and those who oppose borders are welcome to participate.

We hope to have sessions on campaigning against the deportation and detention of migrants, migrant workers, migrant women, climate change and borders, why we choose to oppose borders and more. Look at the workshops page for a list of confirmed workshops.

The weekend will also be an opportunity to showcase art, music and films by and about migrants.

Friday 21 to Sunday, 23 August
 
Beyond Borders weekend
Beyond Borders is a weekend of skill-sharing and discussion about fighting border controls and showing solidarity with migrants that will take place in Nottingham in August.

All migrants and those who oppose borders are welcome to participate.

We hope to have sessions on campaigning against the deportation and detention of migrants, migrant workers, migrant women, climate change and borders, why we choose to oppose borders and more. Look at the workshops page for a list of confirmed workshops.

Beyond Borders will take place at the J.B. Spray squat, Russell Road, Nottingham. The timetable will be updated as we confirm workshops. You can find out more about the venue on the Squat Lobster site.

Opportunities, learn, share,

Did you know that Nottingham City Library Service runs English Conversation groups for people who want to improve their confidence in speaking English? The groups are a great way for people to get to know their community and find out about services. 

More information on the conversation groups and other services of interest to people from the new arrival, refugee and asylum seeking communities can be found here and on Nottingham City Libraries Facebook page.

Meadows Library: Tuesdays 11 am - 1245 pm

Aspley Library: Wednesdays 1 pm - 3 pm

Central Library: Thursdays, 3 - 5 pm

Hyson Green Library: Fridays, 10.30 am - 12 

ccormack@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Language Café project

A fun and informal way to learn new languages, practice your teaching skills and meet people from all over the world. Come along and get involved! 

Nottingham City Libraries and Culturebox have teamed up with the Refugee Forum to bring back the Language Cafe project! At the Square Centre, Alfred St North, NG3 1AA. Every Saturday 2:30-4:30pm. 

Libraries are at the heart of your community For more information contact Juliet Line on 01159151180 or Diane at culturebox@hotmail.co.uk 

InTraining jobseeker sessions

Nottingham City Libraries are hosting InTraining sessions, offering work & training to jobseekers.  They are based on floor 2 of Central Library on Wednesday afternoons between 12.30 and 4.30. 

 

InTraining provide free training and job help to all jobseekers who are aged 19 or over (anyone under this age will be able to access the same help from Connexions).  InTraining are happy for staff to signpost anyone to them who needs work & training help. They perform an initial assessment of the jobseeker, which takes up to an hour, and from this they work out how best to help them.   This might be C.V. writing, interview techniques, job searching or training.  If they have a group of people all needing the same help, they will organise a group session e.g. a group session on C.V. writing.

Resources
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Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum 


Refugee Council Children’s Panel

Refugee Council’s Adviser can help:

· Separated children and young people seeking asylum who are under the age of 18 when they enter the UK. 

· Asylum seeking young people under 21 who, in the absence of a parent, are caring for younger brothers or sisters. 

· Young people whose age is disputed 

· Young people to access legal representation 

· Guide young people through the asylum process 

· By arranging for young people to be accompanied at asylum interviews, tribunal and appeal hearings, magistrates and crown court appointments 

· Young people during appointments with GPs, hospitals, social services or other service providers 

· Young people who apply for asylum on entering the UK or who have lived here for some time before applying for asylum 

· Particularly vulnerable girls and young women through their specialist Young Women’s Adviser

Thursday 11th August 
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Thursday 25th August 2011

Thursday 8th September 

Thursday 22nd September 

Thursday 6th October  

Thursday 20th October 

Thursday 3rd November 

Thursday 17th November 

Thursday 1st December 

Thursday 15th December 

Introduction to the National Health Service

This fact sheet has been written to explain the role of UK health services, the National Health Service (NHS), to newly-arrived individuals seeking asylum. It covers issues such as the role of GPs, their function as gatekeepers to the health services, how to register and how to access emergency services.

Follow the link to access the information in 40 languages  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_4122587
As part of their Social Sciences course, the Open University has produced two podcasts about City of Sanctuary. The “Seeking Sanctuary” podcast has a video and “Taking Sanctuary” has no visuals but goes into more detail. Both are available on the Open University site and free to download on iTunes.

Please support us by becoming a City of Sanctuary supporter group

We are continually seeking statements of support from all organisations across Nottingham. We are working towards building a network of organisations that recognise the contribution of asylum seekers and refugees and are committed to welcoming and including them in their activities.

We also ask our supporting organisations to decide on a practical action that they can implement to help make their activities or services more inclusive of those seeking sanctuary.

If this sounds like something that your organisation could do go to the website for more details. Please sign and return our pledge form to either coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org, or to Nottingham City of Sanctuary, 10 Lime Grove Avenue, Beeston, NG9 4AR. 

The form will also give you useful ideas for how to make your activities more inclusive of those seeking sanctuary.

You can also register your support as an individual by signing up to receive our newsletter and information on City of Sanctuary events. Email coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org 

Our 55 Supporting organisations

Shops - Please support these shops who are supporting us

Crocus Cafe

 Crocus Gallery
Iguazu (Fairly Trading), Beeston
Oxfam Shops, Beeston
ACM, African/Caribbean Food Shop, 390 Radford Road, Hyson Green

Fix It All  Ltd., DIY & Hardware Suppliers, 386/388 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GR

AKWAABA Ltd, New Bakery opening shortly, 362 Radford Road

Hafiz Supermarket, Supermarket, 342-346 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7  5GQ

Fast Dial, Internet Cafe, 388 Radford Road, Hyson Green

Yomade -African Favourite Foods, 334 Radford Road, Hyson Green, NG7 5GP

Costcutter, Supermarket, 322 Radford Road, Hyson Green NG7 5GP

Madni Sweet Mart & Pan, Homemade sweets & Indian cuisine, 316 Radford Road, NG7 5GP

Hyson Green Mini Market, 310-314 Radford Road Hyson Green NG7 5FT

Monopolowi, Eastern European foods, 296 Radford Road Hyson Green NG7 5GN

Haven Housing Trust, Charity shop, 247 Radford Road Hyson Green

Tramwiches, Café & Sandwich bar, Caterers, 211 Radford Rd Hyson Green NG7 5GT

Faith groups:

All Saints, St Mary and St Peter, Nottingham 

Beeston Quakers

Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham
Nottingham and Derby Methodist District
RC Diocese Justice and Peace Commission

Nottingham Interfaith Council 

Nottingham Quaker Meeting 

St John the Evangelist Church, Carrington

St Stephen’s Church, Hyson Green
Education:

Aegis, Nottingham Trent University

Begin 
Castle College
STAR (Student Action for Refugees)
Refugee Community groups

Belong (formerly Kweri-Hetu)
 Birchover Community Centre

 Public sector

Area 4 Forum, Nottingham City Council

Forestry Commission, Sherwood District
CEFET
Voluntary groups

African Women’s Empowerment Forum 

Citizens for Sanctuary

Nottingham Community and Voluntary Service
Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum
Nottingham Arimathea Trust
Nottingham British Red Cross Refugee Services 

 Nottingham Beyond Borders

 Nottingham Clarion Choir
Partnership Council
 Peace Supper Group

The Rainbow Project, Hyson Green
Stop Hate UK (see below)

 Vine Community Centre, Hyson Green
Trade Unions

Unison, Nottingham City  branch

Others

Beulah Rescue Centre

 City Arts

HLG (Housing Liaison Group)
 NCBI (National Coalition Building Institute)
Refugee Action 

Streetwise Opera

Joining in / Volunteering Opportunities

Do you need volunteers? (We do! -see last page) We will feature you here each month, especially if you would welcome volunteers who happen  to be refugees.

There are many projects across Nottingham that support refugees and asylum seekers, and most would welcome new volunteers. Many of our supporter organisations also require volunteers. 

Please feel free to contact these organisations but if you do secure a position, please contact us and let us know about it so we can share the success stories of volunteers with others (and gain brownie points with our funders!)

Mentoring and Befriending Volunteers needed!

 STAR

 (Student Action for Refugees) is recruiting

ESOL Conversation Club Coordinator (2 posts)

STAR is the national network of 5,000 students working to improve the lives of refugees in the UK, through awareness raising, campaigning and volunteering. STAR student volunteers provide English Conversation Clubs at a number of locations across the UK in partnership with local refugee organisations.  The primary aim of the Clubs is to improve the spoken English communication skills of refugee attendees, in addition we seek to reduce isolation among refugees and promote shared understanding between refugees and students.

We are seeking two new staff to cover the Northern and Southern regions of the UK to co-ordinate and improve this work. 

We are a charity and this work is funded by The Henry Smith Foundation.  

To apply download an application pack at www.star-network.org.uk or request a pack by emailing  volunteering@star-network.org.uk  or calling 020 7729 8880

Closing date for applications Friday 19th August at 9am

STAR is the national network of students working to improve the lives of refugees in the UK

charity number 1079042

Nottingham Arimathea Trust (NAT)

is looking for mentors and befrienders for residents in our asylum houses. Your role will primarily be to offer a supportive relationship and practical assistance where appropriate, and can take the form of a variety of activities such as helping residents with English, accompanying them to various events around Nottingham, helping them get to a doctor's appointment, or simply chatting to reduce loneliness and isolation. 

Mentoring and Befriending training will be provided!

No specific qualifications are required although an understanding of the issues facing asylum seekers is desirable and a positive and respectful attitude is essential! 

For further details please visit the Do-it website:  http://www.do-it.org.uk/oppdetails.do?id=1626060  or contact NAT's Support Facilitator, Wesal on 07771803752 or wesal@nottinghamarimathea.org.uk
Women volunteers wanted to run workshops/activities for Women's Friendship Group

Women with skills in arts, crafts, keep fit / exercise classes, IT (+ any other suggestions) WANTED to run workshops / activities for the Women's Friendship Group that meets at the Vine Community Centre, Hyson Green every Monday during term time from 12.30 - 2pm. 

The Women's Friendship Group is specifically for asylum seeker and refugee women and has been running for the past 5 years. Up to 18 women and children attend the sessions which start at 10am for a 2 hour ESOL class. This is followed by a coffee / lunch break and a 1.5 hour activity from 12.30 - 2pm. Not all the women stay for these activities. A creche is available from 10am - 2pm. 

The group are very open to new ideas / suggestions for activities. The group is run by volunteers and there is no money to pay anyone to run the activities / workshops although material / art costs can be reimbursed (depending on the cost!)

If you would like to volunteer or know more about the project then please contact: Elector Zvorwadza,  zvorwadzaelector@yahoo.co.uk
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum

Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum (NNRF) is an independent, voluntary organisation set up to work with and for asylum seekers and refugees in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire.

Volunteer positions include a vacancy for Honorary Treasurer and General Advisors.

Website: http://www.nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk/
Email: volunteer@nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk
Telephone: 0115 941 5599

Forestry Commission, Sherwood District

The Forestry Commission is the government department responsible for trees, woods and forests in the East Midlands Region. They manage the forest estate in the region and create sustainable and attractive woodlands that are rich in biodiversity and accessible to as many people as possible.

They offer volunteer opportunities in Practical Conservation, Trail Building or Shadow Ranger Voluntary Work Placement. For more information on volunteer opportunities please visit www.forestry.gov.uk/eastmidlandsvolunteering.

Website: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/  Email: enquiries.sherwood@forestry.gov.uk  Telephone: 01623 822 447

Oxfam

The Oxfam 'Books and Music Shop' in Beeston and the Oxfam 'General Shop' in Beeston have both signed up as supporters of the City of Sanctuary and are willing to offer volunteer placements for suitable refugees and asylum seekers If you want to apply, or need support, contact: communications@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org
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�    Local Volunteer Vacancies 


 Can you offer some time, skills, or knowledge to us? Please contact our volunteer co-ordinator, Roselyn Dien (� HYPERLINK "mailto:mcdien12@gmail.com"��mcdien12@gmail.com�) to discuss what you are interested in. We particularly need a new Administrator/Secretary. 


Administrator 


Mail outs to potential members and follow up calls, publicity, keeping a record of members, agendas for meetings and minutes, booking speakers.  Organising meetings. 


Skills needed: good organisation skills.  Access to a computer and phone (cost of calls need to be reimbursed).  





Publicity / PR / Media volunteer


Writing press releases;  writing positive stories for local press on people seeking sanctuary locally. Work with Website Manager (or be Website Manager too)


Skills needed: some experience of working with media and writing press releases, or willing to learn, good English writing skills.



































Community Networks 


Volunteers to attend community events – designing and setting up a stall, speaking to other organisations at events, networking etc.


Skills needed: good communication skills, willing to travel locally, organise own time, and able to find out about events to attend.


Newsletter


To produce a monthly newsletter 


Skills: Ability to write in a way that engages existing supporter groups and new readers. Ability to cut and paste from certain websites. Keep a look out for local events. Ability to make it look attractive on screen and on paper (on screen is more important).





Speaker / trainer 


To give presentations to other organisations in Nottingham encouraging them to sign up in support and to decide how to action their support.  


Skills: Would suit someone with experience of asylum system and good presentation / facilitation skills.  Speaker’s materials are available. 


Expenses are available for those who need them.








Promoters


There are many groups (and shops) in Nottingham we are sure would want to support us, if they knew about us. We know the names of many groups, but haven’t had the resources to contact them and explain who we are. Could you help?





This past month, we contacted shops for the first time (see page 1). It took Claudette just one morning to sign up 12 shops in Hyson Green. Small shops in areas where sanctuary seekers live are our targets, especially St Ann’s, The Meadows, Lenton.
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